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St. Andrew Parishioners, Dear to Our Lord,  

As we begin the new church year and 

another sacred cycle of the Great Feasts, 

I ask the blessing of the Lord to be upon 

you all! 

The church year begins each year on 

September 1st with the Feast of St. 

Symeon the Stylite. The first of the 12 

Great Feasts of the year is September 

8th, the Birthday of our Lady, the 

Theotokos. This feast, the beginning of 

our salvation, marks the re-

evangelization of our souls! The Church 

has a sacred commission to preach the 

good news to the entire creation - to 

announced the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the flesh and His salvific death 

and resurrection to all people so that 

everyone can be saved and come to the 

knowledge of the truth.  

First and foremost, this involves preaching to ourselves! We who have heard and 

embraced the Gospel, live it by celebrating the saving acts of God each year, 

beginning on September 1st. Intelligently and prayerfully keeping the Great 

Feasts is how we stay Christians. Each year God intends that we be refreshed by 

the feasts, and come to a deeper understanding of His perfect will and saving 

love. This is why the Holy Church calls upon her children, as a matter of 

conscience, to attend the Great Feasts. It is a Gospel-matter dear ones! 

The truths of the Gospel are what elevate us above the sorrowful dirges of this 

fallen and decaying world. Fixing our minds on the things above where Christ is 

accomplished significantly by the keeping of the feasts of the ecclesiastical year.  

Soooooooo....mark your calendars for Monday, September 8th (Nativity of the 

Theotokos), Sunday, September 14th (The Exaltation of the Precious Cross), 

Friday, November 21st (Presentation of the Theotokos in the Temple), Sunday, 

November 30th (Holy Apostle Andrew) and be there for your evangelical 

washing and elevation! 

With much love, 

Fr Josiah  

St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 
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INVITATION TO ALL YOUNG ADULTS 

Monday September 1, 2008 

To all the Young Adults of Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox Church: 

I want to take this opportunity to invite all of you to a new Young Adult program at our church. This 

program is called ASPECTS OF ORTHODOXY and it is meant to teach you more about your 

Orthodox Faith and to foster fellowship and friendships. 

ASPECTS OF ORTHODOXY will meet the first Sunday of each month from 6:00 to 7:30pm at Prophet Elias Church 

unless we decide otherwise. Please contact other young adults you know in the community and make plans to come. Call 

young adults from other Orthodox parishes or bring your nonȤOrthodox friends 

so that they can learn about your faith. 

Our first ASPECTS OF ORTHODOXY is this Sunday September 7th, so please 

make sure to come. This Sunday we will take an in depth church tour where I 

will point out and explain many things about whatôs in the church and why we 

do some of the things we do when we are in church. I will also bring out items 

from behind the altar to show you, things you will otherwise never see. 

Please plan to come, carȤpool, and make plans to go out after for coffee if you 

like. If you have any questions give me a call at the church. See you Sunday.  

With love in Christ, 

Fr. Timothy Pavlatos 

St Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox Church 

1035 Inland Center Dr. 

San Bernardino, CA 92408  

(909) 885-6213 

www.saint-elias .org 

ñDO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLDò 

                                                      With Dr. John Mark Reynolds 

Date:  Saturday, October 18, 2008 

Times:  Part 1:  9am - 12pm 

   Lunch:  12pm - 1pm 

   Part 2: 1pm - 4pm 

Location: St. Barnabas Orthodox Church 

   www.StBarnabasOc.org 

   (714) 429-0587 

Cost:  $6 for Lunch 

Our culture has five problems that can be fatal.  When 

combined, they react together to form a deadly toxin 

that leads to sin and spiritual death.  First, we have a 

ñcult of youthò.  Second, our economy is based on a 

ñgrowth modelò, which requires perpetual progress and 

aggressive marketing.  Third, we value ñwhat we doò 

over who we are.  Fourth, we are driven by a need for 

ñentertainmentò over knowledge and virtue.  Finally, 

the success of science has caused us to adopt the 

methods and values of sin where they are not appropriate.  How can we 

escape these traps?  Dr. Reynolds will discuss how the values of traditional 

and Orthodox Christianity, long potent in the West, can be reclaimed 

today, to produce a revival of an authentic Christendom. 

John Mark Reynolds, Ph.D., an Orthodox Christian, is the founder and 

director of the Torrey Honors Institute, and Professor of Philosophy, at 

Biola University, La Mirada, California. 

Dr. Reynolds lectures frequently on ancient philosophy, philosophy of 

science, home-schooling and cultural trends.  He regularly appears on radio 

talk shows, including the Hugh Hewitt Show, and actively blogs on 

cultural issues. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=Prophet+Elias+Greek+Orthodox+Church,+San+Bernardino,+CA&fb=1&cid=0,0,16653585773524533938&sa=X&oi=local_result&resnum=1&ct=image
http://www.saint-elias.org/
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Today while you were censing the faithful during the 

Divine Liturgy with the beautiful smelling incense, a 

train of thought hit me out of the blue that I wanted to 

share with you. I'm not sure if I know how to express it 

accurately, but it was something like this: 

When you censed us today, it reminded me in a 

powerful way that I am made in the image of God no 

matter how distorted and broken that image is within me 

because of my many sins. (I've been pretty down about 

my sins lately)  My sins and passions overwhelm me but 

they have not completely effaced the image of God 

within me and God is faithfully restoring His image in 

me. Lead me back to be refashioned into the ancient 

beauty of Your likeness. 

Then while beholding the Saints through their icons you 

just censed-- these who already have the image of Christ 

fully formed within them-- and seeing the image of God 

so distorted within me I am moved to weep for sadness 

and joy: sadness, as I am so far from the likeness of 

Christ in which they are formed and joy, as they are my 

heroes and to be like them is my heart's desire and my 

life's aim. Gazing at the icons, I mused in awe, "Could it 

be true that this is the ultimate destiny of my life? To be 

like the saints who are like Christ? This sounds too good 

to be true, but there is a certainty in my soul that tells 

me this is indeed true." 

Considering these things while beholding the icons on 

the iconostasis again, it is like I saw Christ's image in all 

of them-- little Christs surrounding us, beckoning us to 

keep pressing on. 

Beholding the icon of St Simeon the Stylite had a 

particular effect on me-- like a stabbing pain in the heart

-- because of the extreme holiness of his life.   

I'm so glad for icons, censing, saints, etc. because it all 

reminds me of the goal of my salvation: to be fully 

restored in the image of Christ.  Please pray for me. 

REFLECTIONS BY A PARISHIONER... 

Father, bless! 

The New Antiochian Women Project... 

ñChildren With Special Needsò 

H aving completed and exceeded the challenge to raise $500,000 for the 

Retired Clergy Fund, the Antiochian Women have turned their focus back to 

children.  This time, ñChildren with Special Needsò.  Children with physical 

disabilities, mental retardation, autism, multiple handicaps, hearing/speech 

impairment, learning disability, cerebral palsy and other chronic diseases. 

 Many foundations, domestic and overseas are responding to this need by 

providing medical, educational and  rehabilitation services to these children.  

 One such example is the Al Kafaôat Foundation in Beirut, Lebanon.  Others 

include the United Cerebral Palsy Centers, the Resource Centers for Independent 

Living, and many more here in the United States and abroad. These Foundations 

and Centers are also at the forefront of new technologies being introduced to help 

the needs of these children.  

 Meeting these needs is a constant challenge. The directors of such foundations 

have turned to supporting organizations to fund basic equipment 

such as wheelchairs. 

 With your support, children of all ages, mostly from 

extremely deprived backgrounds, will be able to move around 

much more independently, some even without any assistance. 

 For these children, who face difficulties from an early age, 

such facilities offer the dignity and independence that are so 

important to their development. 

A Sisterhood Serving Christ Through Serving Others 

The Antiochian Women throughout the Archdiocese 

have taken upon themselves the challenge of raising 

Funds for this Project throughout the coming year. 

Please support the ñChildren With Special Needsò 

Project by your prayers and by raising funds. 

This ten-year-old boy relies on his new 

wheelchair for mobility, and on new 

technology, a Tracker device attached 

to his forehead, to use a computer. 
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ST. ANDREW CHURCH TO HOST DIOCESAN FALL GATHERING...  

Fr. Josiah and the faithful of St. Andrew Church are 

honored to host the Fall Gathering with our Bishop, 

His Grace Bishop JOSEPH, this October 10 to 12.  

Each year in each diocese of our Archdiocese there 

are two gatherings to facilitate the on-going work of 

our various ministries and to gather around our 

bishop. A different parish hosts this each 

year. The summer meeting (usually over the 4th of 

July (Wednesday to Sunday), is the Parish Life 

Conference. It is usually attended by about 1000 

persons. The second gathering is in October and is on 

a much smaller scale and is called the ñFall 

Gathering.ò Representatives from each of the 55 

parishes of our Diocese of Los Angeles and the West 

attend. Meetings of the Antiochian Women, the 

Fellowship of St. John the Divine, and Teen SOYO 

take place. His Grace, Bishop JOSEPH, addresses 

each group, and addresses the assembly. We at St. 

Andrew will be responsible for the arrangements, 

meals and socials.  

We are very excited about hosting the gathering this 

year in particular because on the concluding day, 

Sunday, October 12, the GROUNDBREAKING FOR 

OUR NEW CHURCH TEMPLE is set to take place 

following the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. 

We have arranged for a discounted room rate at the 

Courtyard by Marriott, 1510 University Avenue in 

Riverside for those coming from out of the area and 

our own parishioners who  live far or prefer to be 

close for the event.   

We will need the support and help of every 

parishioner for setting up, preparing and serving the 

food, and providing shuttle service from and to 

Ontario Airport as well as between the hotel and the 

church.  

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine and Teen 

SOYO organizational meetings on Saturday, October 

11, will be held at the hotel.  The Antiochian Women 

meetings will be held at the Parish Hall.   

Friday evening snack/dessert and Saturday breakfast 

will be provided to all registrants at no extra charge at 

St. Andrew Church Hall.   The Fellowship of St. John 

the Divine and Teen SOYO will be on their own for 

Saturday lunch.  Since the women will be meeting at 

the Church Hall, lunch will be provided to them.  The 

Saturday night BBQ and the Sunday Groundbreaking 

Banquet will be at St. Andrew Church.  There is a 

charge for the Saturday BBQ and the catered Sunday 

banquet, which should be paid along with your 

registration fees if you plan to attend.   

For more information and to register (everyone 

attending must register) go to:  

www.saintandrew.net/fallgathering2008.php 

Registration forms are also available on the table in 

the back of the church.  Please fill out the Registration 

Form and give it to Mike Claypool or Lucy Hanna or 

mail it to the church no later than the September 

20th deadline so we can plan accordingly. 

If you have any further questions or to volunteer your 

time or talents, please contact Michael Claypool, via 

email at MikeClaypool@verizon.net or phone at 

(951) 541-8362, or Lucy Hanna, via email at 

lucy.hanna@sbcglobal.net or phone at (951) 415-

7667. 

 

Let us show our guests the love and 

hospitality for which the parish of  

St. Andrew is famous.   
 

For your convenience and to make your plans, a copy 

of the schedule is provided on the next page. 

 

 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET 

FOR THE 

FALL GATHERING WITH 

HIS GRACE BISHOP JOSEPH? 

mailto:MikeClaypool@verizon.net
mailto:lucy.hanna@sbcglobal.net
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Time Function  Location  

   

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2008  

   

2:00-5:00 PM Arrival at Hotel and Check-in  Courtyard by Marriott  

6:00-7:00 PM Registration St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

6:30-6:50 PM Transportation to Church (In front of Lobby)  

7:00-8:00 PM Vespers St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

6:30-10:30 PM Hospitality  St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

   

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2008  

   

7:00-8:00 AM Transportation to Church (In front of Lobby)  

8:15-8:30 AM Morning Prayers St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

8:30-9:00 AM Bishop's Address to the Faithful St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

9:00-10:00 AM Registration and Breakfast St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

10:00A-1:00PM Organizational Meetings  

      Antiochian Women St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

      Fellowship of St. John the Divine Courtyard by Marriott  

      Teen SOYO Courtyard by Marriott  

1:00-2:00 PM Lunch on your own for Fellowship of St. John & Teen SOYO  

1:00-2:00 PM Lunch for Antiochian Women St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

2:00-5:30 PM Organizational Meetings Resume St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

5:30-5:50 PM Transportation to Church (In front of Lobby)  

6:00-7:00 PM Great Vespers St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

7:00-8:30 PM BBQ Dinner (Sign-up and Tickets Required) St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

8:30-10:00 PM Organizational Functions St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

   

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2008  

   

8:00-8:45 AM Early Transportation to Church (In front of Lobby)  

8:45-10:00 AM Matins St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

9:15-9:50 AM Transportation to Church (In front of Lobby)  

10:00A-12:30 PM Hierarchal Divine Liturgy St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

      Groundbreaking of New St. Andrew Temple St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

12:30-1:30 PM Groundbreaking Banquet (Sign-up and Tickets Required) St. Andrew Orthodox Church  

1:30-???? Transportation to Airport from Church Parking Lot St. Andrew Orthodox Church  
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St. Andrew Teens meet at Rectory  

On August 3rd our teens met at the Rectory 

where Father discussed the subject of dating 

with the boys and Kh. Catherine talked to the 

girls about Christian Courtship and Chastity. 

St. Andrew Community News for August 2008 

The Feast of the Dormition at St. Andrew 

was standing room only as the faithful 

gathered around the bier chanting the 

lamentations of the Theotokos. 

On August 31st, Matthew Clark and 

Bridget Teri Drean were united in the 

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony at St. John 

the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church. 

Many Years! 

On August 17, Susan Rappas and her 

twins Alexander and Catherine were 

churched as Daddy looked on proudly. 


