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Dear St. Andrew Parishioners 

Blessings of the Lord!  

"We know that God causes all things to 

work together for good to those who love 

God." Romans 8:28 

There are few verses in the New 

Testament that provide more confidence 

and comfort to the Christian than this. 

God is working His purposes out for us 

each and every day, in every moment, in 

every place. Our vision is quite limited, 

but His is expansive. Our perception is 

narrow. We can only see so far, and factor 

in so many contingencies in our own 

lives. God's perception is past tracing. He 

knows all contingencies, and every 

possibility. To this immeasurable 

knowledge is joined His love past 

measure for us. The combination works 

salvation for us in the midst of the earth, 

and we all cry "Great art Thou, O Lord, 

and marvelous are Thy works and there is 

no word sufficient to hymn Thy wonders." 

Very recently I spoke with Mother 

Victoria of St. Barbara Monastery in 

Santa Paula, Ca. I try to keep in contact 

with her regularly for my own benefit. 

She is a stalwart of the faith, a Christian 

warrior. I have never recovered from 

seeing her 2 and 3 times a week from 

1992-1998, to only seeing her once every 

month or two at a gathering of the 

Monastery Friends. So the phone has to 

do for me. In a recent conversation 

Mother shared with me that she had just 

received a notice from the county that 

ALL RVs needed to be removed from the 

monastery property within 30 days. To 

say that this was a shock for the sisters is 

an understatement.  

St. Barbara Monastery has been growing 

and gathering monastic souls with haste in 

recent years. Some 17 sisters live there. 5 
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in the house, and 12 in various RVs, 

awaiting the construction of the cells 

which is to follow the construction of the 

new chapel in the very near future. This 

county order will now change things. 

Mother Victoria told me that "this is from 

God." I was not surprised to hear this 

from her lips. I fully expected it, and she 

means it. She believes Rom. 8:28. Her life 

history is literally filled with documenting 

evidence of the veracity of Rom. 8:28. 

And so, on Thursday, October 22nd., 

Mother will be sending our own Mother 

Melania as "deputy abbess" together with 

9 other nuns up to Calistoga to populate 

the monastic complex there that has been 

without a monastic community for some 

time. Mother Victoria will remain with 4 

other sisters (and several more to come- 

where will they live?) and continue the 

work of St. Barbara Monastery in Santa 

Paula. Mother Melania will lead the 

remaining sisters north, and we will see 

God's will unfold. Will the cells be built 

quickly and the nuns return? Will the nuns 

remain up north and establish another 

monastery in beautiful wine country?  

God knows. And God "will cause all 

things to work together for good to those 

who love Him." Wait and see.  

Be assured of my love, 

      Fr Josiah 
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St. Andrew Community News, September 2009... 

On Sunday, September 13, 

Madeleine Brigid, daughter of 

Matt and Brigid Clark was 

Baptized. Congratulations and 

many years to the newly 

illumined, her parents and 

godparents, Jason and Lauren 

Simpson! 

On Saturday, September 12,  t h e 

Myrrhbearers had their first meeting of the 

ecclesiastical year and potluck lunch at the 

home of Theodosia Sammons.  After 

sharing the delicious food, the ladies got 

busy planning, among other things, the 

upcoming Patronal Feast Day of St. 

Andrew.  See next page for details. 

General Fund 

August 2009 

Income $23,110.67 

Expense $22,042.60 

St. Andrew Monthly Income and Expense Report 

Building Fund 

August 2009 

Income $6,814.75 

Expense $0 

On Thursday, September 24, John 

Edward Crumpler, Jr., father of 

Shawna Jackson and husband of 

Mary Crumpler, of St. Andrew 

parish, was baptized under the name 

of John, (after St. John the Baptist), 

by Fr. Josiah at St. Anthony Orthodox 

Church in La Jolla, CA. Fr. Jon Braun 

is his sponsor.  Please pray for him as 

he has stage 4 prostate cancer that has 

metastasized to many of his bones.  

It is with great joy and humble gratitude for God's blessings that Polycarp 

and Marquelle Anderson announce the birth of their grandson Isaac James 

Hormuzd Rassam at 9:24 pm on Tuesday September 29, 2009, weighing 

in at 10 lb. 5 oz.,  and measuring 20.5 inches.   Mommy, Rachel, and baby 

are well and healthy and thank everyone who prayed for them.  Daddy, Fr. 

Youssef, and big brother Andrew are very happy and thankful too! 
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