The Saint Andrew News

St. Andrew Orthodox ChurchRiverside, CA

Dear Faithful of St. Andrew Parish,

The Lord's blessing be upon you!

In less than a week our parish will, for the very first time, host a diocesan event
known as the "Diocesan Fall Gathering” (formerly the "delegates meeting”). St.
Andrew Church has never provided our facilities and service to host such a
ministry meeting for our diocese. Though the Fall Gathering is not a function on
the scale of our annual summer Parish Life Conferences or eamnbal A
Archdi ocesant hGonFealnlt i Gatshering is an opD
very important things as a parish ‘

1. Do our part in hostinghe orgoing ministry of our local Diocese of Los
Angeles and the West. Many of our sister churches have hosted such meetings, uume s swe

and now it is odn tiwrmnt ®@xdpao exswsri onharferesponsi bi
Oc t 02b0e0r8
2. Welcome our father in God, His Grace Bishop JOSHB¢k home in the Published Monthly

parish asgwedl y asurmbtelhre rod aorud si $tbers from many
parishes i.n our Diocese

-~ . . . . St. Andrew Orthodox Church of
3. Participate in the collaborative work of the Antiochian Women, the Fellowshi e sige is a parish of the

of St. John the Divine (young adults), and the Teen SOYO. Each of th&s@ruled Antiochian Orthodox

ministries will be holding planning and brainstorming sesstwnSaturday. Christian Archdiocese of North
America, Diocese of the West,

Besides these activities of the Fall Gathering we are also pleased to pray withtidiSee of the Right Reverend
Grace The Service of Groundbreakingn our new property after the EOSEEH’IB'S*‘:&?: West
SundayDivine Liturgy to officially commence the construction process for oy 0° ANgeies and the Test.

new Church Temple.
P Saturdays

We Orthodox Christians anmembers of the one, holy, catholic and apostoli&r e at \6e sppe r s
Church. That Church manifests @atholic fullness not just ithe celebration of Sunday s
divine worship in every local parish, but also iimeractions of the larger Mat j9am.
churchas we participate with our sister Divine,lln ur gy
churches locally in worship and Feast: Days
ministry, and in functions on thi L1t \6p.gy

. . . On Eve of Feast
diocesan, archdiocesan, patriarchal, ¢
ecumenical levels. Our oneness the
Christian family
believers in ever

Soover the coura@e
come to church and meet a few of yc
cousins.

Church School follows
The Divine Litur

rt r}‘l (0] CT 0 X 9y
For additional services and
events, and for the latest

updates, check
www.saintandrew.net

47XC&A@nyon Crest D
Ri ve,rcCsa® 201207

Asking the Lord to bless each of you, (958683009

Father Josiah _
V. Rev. Josiah Trenham, pastor
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WHY | DO NOT GAMBLE OR ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO DO SO
By V. Reverend Michael Laffoon

( ;ambling is a huge enterprise in the U.S. Accordiig9 :),2 3giving a  negative
to t he Ameri can ,Garno srss;pciatiénsmiimgarmbmg fbrcgain

revenues for all20@@me o

9 Dbillion dollars. This amount doe®wti nc | ude ﬁ&eg?c%pg h b Hsgt o% 8| & D

gamb.lCamsg nos al on3354e,rn¢nbleoét gj b

Neither does it include private gambling. deaciosn a d d i c tae d

Most people either have or do participate in some fodr i nkenghi m ei t
of gambling. According to the website of the Nationalr be ,d e®mod & @alnf| 4
Council on Problem Gambling (NCPG)s ub dearcoader s, id /
MApproxi8nbadfelS¥hdul ts havecogamhb!| etdh ealt®ed me i 1mh ien,ddh e b ec
| east once;6i0Mont htehe .fammeesgeamuoi Cah@d t he Quini se

form of | egalized 4@mtefskplusi(ﬁga.i B. mavas!| &lvleem isnronger,
the District of Columbia. The two without legalizedleric of layman, is from this time forward to play at
gambling are OHawaii and d.ibe aAnd if any one hereafter shall be found doing so, if

A fraction of Ameri can s b\&f? %ergygleaéntg q)eglepoaep,éfala}grpag Iﬁtlh'@ rtP]e
gamb.ITehres NCGP s me | Iitma feCdt Off [rom HOly Communion].

US adul ts ar e esti mat e dNotetthat Aposwle Canoms rfocus eddictiant of od i ¢
pat hol ogi cal gamhlAinmg #6 o r a dg)i bnakti n § §78 Qemey the Canon

mi | 1(2:3d%would be considered problem gamblerspndemns the memayingo f .di c e

that is, they do not meet the full diagnostic criteria f t
pathological gambling, but meet one of more of t%rto|honc hC h r(fgentdwy),rﬁ?resat priearehe_r;)f s

criteria and are experiencing problems due to thelr, Lo :
gambling behavior. Research also indicates that mgslé ;?’ Iq gg o 2 ;t ht hoofuts,ear:]] jdmaormt@;]eserdr

adults  who chogsle to gamble are able to g t.0 (8 & r mobon the Statugs Certainly gambling
respoasi y is too often the occasion of foul and abusive language

Soi f these numbées mayj er iduyof flrudtratian doulbsses and in cruel celebration for
gambling behavion dao ¢ bwinirges)saegenbetivden fiends, and friction between

ti @ed8mil lion problem gamdpdusesandsoann and do cause
? 'gn : f lcant pain and su ngrr?bﬁnb iﬂsgitutiéng Rave tleg'se(h'gﬁs?eflayrgpﬁtati(?ng. d
ami.11€s Las Vegasb®o ni ckname i s i $

| f A & n IByndillion of Americans gamble whoWherever there are casinos, there is prostitution and,

gambl e on a yearly b a «ftes, organized crife H is b tadt that Las ¥dgas and r
Aprobl emd gambl ers, w h a fAtlantich @ty as igamblibgh ecentens rweré foended i t
gambling? What does the Church teach us abowbbsters. So crime and gambling businesses go hand in
gamb? i ng hand. On a deeper IeveI however, these casinos and

: : bI n stlna |
Gambl i ng i s not ment i gnkyPm
although the | oveFoof i sl & 'aé&%a h H{aﬁp tto eéaﬁ base %assmnschflhe

Ti mo & h Fd& the love of money is the root of alp®* ally charged revues hOWS the flow of free (or
Inexpensive) liquor on the casino floors, all of this tells

evils He b r & & Kéep your life free from love of hat ¢ b ted h M
money, and be content with what you hdwetting rich us what image o man is being presented here: Man is
mere appetite. Another wuno

quick is advised against in the book of ProveWsalth . as, s t ays in Vegasd t

hastily gotten will dwindlgl 3 :) Th I di'el a%
fagloytgo E(})anI tWt:nee( cr)osse csao(altotll'negtsgxf"l)F e?hb“t%H?E YFNEHT
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designed to separate people from their money, hencellessable To put it another way, Does it glorify God?
clich®, AWhen you are | DoedibmakeVs giases or better’d Dodseitl furtleer theo
money. 0 salvation of others or myself?

The other negative aspect of gambling is the questionTof make the occasional friendly bet, to play poker with
stewardship. As is made clear in Scripture, we will iigends for small stakes, these types of activities can be
judged by what we do wi tpartdf éuefellowshepsvith onrdgelow mans dutbomyeads u
us by (M@o d 2& w43EL We need to verylong as we avoid anger, resentment, and other passions.
seriously compare the money we give to and for tBadly, this is not often the case. Not only do arguments
needy versus the funds we spend on ourselves for @od ill feelings arise over such private gambling, but
entertainment. Thousands of dollars thrown away some people come to love their gambling at the expense
gambling and a few hundred for the needy (not ¢d God and family. For instance, | know of cases where
mention the Church) is simply sinful. Stewardship of h e Anregul ar card gameo
our time is also important. Again, what does it say abaitendance at Lenten Services. This is nothing but
someone who claims to be a Christian if he spends halrameful, and yes, sinful.

gambling and little or no time reading ScriptureA” f the n iv iations th lona with
attending Church services other than Sundays of the negative associations that go along wit

therwise learnina more about his Faith? Too m Irmbling constitute the reasons that the Church does not
otherwise learning more about his Faiths 100 mafjy, gambling as a fund raising tool. Bingo, casino
make regular trips to Las Vegas, and too few m

= . Ights, etc are not appropriate ways for churches to raise
regular pilgrimages to monasteries. money. The fact that we can point to churches that do
I can hear some of you sopdoes noficBange thig Alltfumceraising hasgdeawbladkse
entertainment, for a di voeerofwhichis that pareshies easilynbegin tocdembnd dro ¢
wish us to be unhappy. We should enjoy the goodnéssm and thus the amount of time and energy that is
of Godo6és creation and t hdevotéde to,| sayw ghe iweeklp bingo wame,f dréctlyo v
In fact this is the idea behind the Sabbath, not onlydetracts from the time and energy given to the true
rest from labor, but to pause and appreciate timéssion of the Church.

goodness of God as seen in nature and in one anotheé0 on the basis of Scripture, the Holy Canons, the

Am | saying that all gambling is sinful? No, | am noteaching of the Holy Fathers and an honest examination
What | do say, however, is that we need to apply a tebtgambling, | do not gamble and do not encourage
t o al | o f our Al ei sur e otheratodoisor i t i es. We need to
ourselves if what we are doing (seeing, hearing, etc) is

Did you remember to register for the Fall Gathering?

If you plan to attend any of the events, including the Sunday
Groundbreaking Banquet, you must register so we can plan
accordingly for the meals. Scholarships are available for our
parish youth and SOYO on a first come first serve basis through
the generosity of some donors. Please see Lucy if interested.

Registration forms and schedules are on the back table at Church.
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What do the Converts Want?
By Terry Mattingly

difference between a Southern Baptist church and sarvices in an Orthodox church. As Bishop Antoun told me
Orthodox church. You can get some pretty good cluesn cief you | ook at who attend
just by walking in the door and looking around. Buttheteo conyes shaor | o @Kpenent olathe ab
are some similarities between the two that might be a litervice, the giving, and the energy in most parishes.
trickier to spot. For instance, let me tell you about th
life is like on Sunday nights in a Southern Bapti%t
congregation.

I t doesn't take a Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies to tell thahurch is very similar to that in Saturday evening Vespers

ho comes to Vespers? Who comes to confession? Who
omes to the feasts, and wh
would like to start as we consider this question: What do
Baptists worship at several different times during the wettle converts want?

-- at least they did in the old days when | was growing " :
V‘?hoqri (?ne-gh(?yso e Coming From

as a Southersn shhimpt obctt pas
Sunday . Bacgkht B n st B On one level, many Orthodox converts

1980 was active This essay was ag\ed‘lgpi@gr@e@achurcb@hrisﬁaﬁity.
Champ-diganlal | j nio addr ess SentWHhdted DEy are ganing because they want

which the typic Conver tAnyWiaitven |8omethingen Sunday morning besides
crowd woul 20®Hh®&0 200 rthodox Christian Laity @ rock band and a giant plasma TV

people, which is rather small for conference in Baltimore. Terry screen. Converts are also fleeing from
Bapti stbudahuracibr I Mattingly is director of the mainline Protestantism, which is in the
an Ort ho.didixe np arh washington Journalism Center, editornidst of a threalecade statistical

on Sunday ni gh4( of the www.GetReligion.org websiten 0 sedi ve and demogr

t d People. and a weekly syndicated columnistfon t  t h e sla mee Itiienvee t
Now, that ratio should sour (he Scripps Howard NewsService.Thgf t hese converts @
familiar to man Matngly family attends Holy Crossy 13 3t 2 @percent of their former
Vesper s.Bauér ihee : Antiochian Orthodox Church hiip://  churches. They are active, highly
donot stop ther ( WWWHOVCIOSSONINE.OIY - N motivated people. They read, they
Linthicum, MD. think, they sing, and they serve. That

Before t86I bacgne hunger for more, that hunger for sound

deacon and the finance chairman of doctrine, is sending them to Orthodox
that church- which, in the Southern Baptist way of doing ’ 9 y

things, meant that | was the only person, not excluding fheese Orthodox converts are seeking mystery. They want
pastor, who saw the annual pledge cards. | was the omlyorfundamentalist approach to the faith, but they are not
person in the congregation who knew who was giviffigeing the faith of the ages. They are trying to get back to
what. the trunk of the tree. All around them are churches that are

If there is an experience in life that will teach you '[h%'ther modern, postmodern, pgistmodern or poglost

; o A : . ostmodern.
meaning of original sin, finance chairman is that rolB'
What | discovered through that experience is that therdfighey stopped and thought about it, most Orthodox
no connection whatsoever between how much a famiignverts would call themselves prodern, since the
gives to the church and how much money that famityodern world has not served up a wide array of
makes. Instead, | found that the key connection dspendable answers. They are looking for beauty. They are
faithful nedd iymuwartshingd looking foSa lfel that can gigehttem some degree of
service at a typical B a p tstiakslity and peace, avile helpirg) thénofack theaealibias nfd
40people there in2Cc®m®®mihe waild atound them.eThey want Orthodoxy. And it is
attendance ony&undil!| mb& hdauiag tokmnow that tha converts want more Orthodoxy,
percent of the church's giving is accounted for in thaot less. In the words of Frederica Mathev@sen in
group. Facing East "In Orthodoxy less is never more. More is

The bottom line: The Sunday night experience in a Bap{ig re.



http://www.holycrossonline.org/
http://www.holycrossonline.org/
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That s the approach of t hetainche ohideen of shose Who dad tha faith inrthe first |
for "Orthodoxy Lite." They want more. place. As the old saying goes, God has no grandchildren.

Now when we ask this question, "What do the convepggu have to give the faith away.
want?" we may as well admit that many Orthodox willhe converts also want good preaching, since many come
hear that question as, "What do the Americans want?" out of church traditions that place an incredible emphasis

A few years ago, the wife of an Orthodox pastor told n%yn preaching. This does not mean pounding on pulpits,

family, "You already have your churches; why would yo ecause no one is doing that anymereot even the_ true
- " undamentalists. However, the converts do not believe that
want to join ours?

preaching is the only sacrament, which is the rule in most
When we were seeking Orthodoxy in the hills aff evangelicalism. They want to worship with all of their
Tennessee, we tried to attend the local Greek Orthodexses. They want to worship with their whole bodies.
parish-- the only parish within a orer two-hour drive.
When we called, they would literally -- not give us the
times of the services. We came to Orthodoxy in spite
them, not because of them. We ended up startini
mission.

I remember something that happened when my family was
poqrt of an ethnic parish that had installed pews in the
a(,g\ctuary. During Great Lent, the number of people who
ame to church on Wednesday nightfor the Liturgy of

the Presanctified Gifts was small, so we could stand in
Looking for Worship the front of the church. Freed from the pews, all sorts of

The American converts are not looking for some kind 8‘?h0d3x Ft)hlngls startec:) ha_lppenlng Iagaln. Prostrr?tl(_)ns
postVatican I, carveedown liturgical experience. They StUrned. FEOPIE Were bowing, people were worshiping

have that alhewraunednbh e WHPEIgolepagies ityas ayegy moving experience.

service dbiv@a Oranotestsditleat more youngemotions are OK. Movement is OK. Beauty is OK.
people will hang around as if that would work. SpeakingHumility before God is OK. And more than anything else,
as a j,durcnaan i sel | y.ogr otwhparfgipdtidn é worshiprienhose than OKit is essential.

Roman parishes are not t Ee? meot)([:-1 tﬁu%t. AtmgrigaEs Wnoavi\éitean 6rtv10tdox tchnrgh

d o wn4 Shimtes. will judge the vitality of that congregation based on how
You see, the people who want to worship, want teany people sing and take part in their worship. That is
worship. really unfair to many Orthodox who were raised to stand

A

One of the trends in American journalism is to try to credte" dul et holiness, but i tos

newspapers for peopl e wh oAmeatricansowill wane ta take pdrthin the sergce.nifstheyt o
to be somewhat contradictory. Similarly, there are mahgve mustered up the courage to walk through the door of
churches that are creating worship services for people vamoOrthodox church in the first place, they're not going to

do not want to go to worship services. The Orthodexant t o j ust sit or stand ¢
converts are not interested in those churches. feel left out, if there is no way for them to sing, if there is

Also, the converts want their children to be OrthodoR° Way for them to take part in the service. The church

They are looking for churches that will offer their chiIdreWIII h‘?“’e JUSt.S?m them bac_k-out th_e QOor. Let me repeat:
a winsome, living faith that they will want to follow. Amgncans will judge the spiritual V'ta“'.[y OT an Orthodox
’ parish on whether or not the congregation is reverently and

My wife is a librarian. With a librarian and journalisnenthusiastically singing, praying, and participating in
professor in the house, we care a lot about readiagrship.

Researchers tell us that if parents want their children to L :

read, the children must see the parents reading. The pargiVerts, Assimilation, and Unity

reads to the child: this is the only way to hand down tieuth is, | believe there is a link between this issue and
love of reading. The same is true with worship and faith.that of Orthodox unity. To make my point, | need to use a

Now that may seem like a cruel thing to say. In mafgn9€erous wore “assimilation.

Orthodox churches across America, the average age ofAheerica is all about assimilation. But | need to stress that
parishioners is about the same as the average age ofOitkeodox believers face two different forms of
people in mainline Protestant churches. Many Orthodagsimilation. One asks them to assimilate into America at
churches are having trouble retaining their young peofee level of culture and language. The other tempts them to
so they are seeking ways to stop the bleeding. But thegg'similate on the level of doctrine and practice.

the rub. If you are not creating new faith, you will not
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| believe that Orthodox Christians have divided into twmave to want to practice it. The faith will have to be their
different camps, whether this choice is conscious @wn.

Lsmtcornslj:lous.llr} r?]any p?rlghesav;/essieemp;etl)plae tho If’gi? me streszghat trhere is no such Lhigqg(as & "cg)n&e{t
know whgtg arts to %cce t. They are struggling to retdﬁumh’" But thefé are &oﬁvgrtgndlfdﬁ otiox Ehtirches.

. P pL. y are ggiing %an a church that is largely made up of converts must, in
thelr_language anq to some extent their art. Bu_t on the letY1 end, be a church that welcomes all Orthodox people.
of falth'and practice, they have alre_ady as§|mllated ) anwhile, there are ethnic parishes that are full of people
their children have as well. You walk into their homes an o, as Fr. Joseph Huneycutt on the Orthodixie weblog

yr? u sehe I'tﬂe ﬁr no |conographky. et wlhehn you walk 'nm(es to call them, are "reverts." There are cradle Orthodox
their church, they are not speaking English. priests who are as on fire as any convert will be in their
Itds an interesting mix difetimeshYou sed, thie ig hov aboutgethwicityn Weuape n@t n
they've chosen to cling to. As an Orthodox priest of #alking about the "convert era,” but a "convieendly

ethnic parish once told me: "Most of the members of mya."

congregation have never been to confession in their Iiv<?

They have no idea that this even exists as a part of Qur . A :
chur)::h They see no connection between confgssion gg pI_e-- all the peop_le- W'.” be'smglng. You wil see lots .
' f hildren, and chrismation rites and adult baptisms will

the life of our parish and the sacramental reality of o5t be strange, mysterious events. The list of their children

parish. who are headed off to church camp will be long. Some of
As threatening as it sounds, our geaif there is to be a these churches will have tight budgets, but they will be
united Orthodoxy-- is to be united in worship andtight because they are struggling to cope with growth, not
sacramental practice. This unity will blend gifts frordecline. You will find people being called to the
across our great ethnic traditions. However, it will be priesthood, the diaconate, and other forms of service.
vital, growing Orthodoxy that at the congregational leVFr% conclusion let fer thi bl
can welcome Americans with open arms. It will make usion, fet me offer this parable.
them feel strange, but it will be a place they can becomk lzave a friend who wants to be Orthodexmore than

part of and even help change over time. This Orthodoxyything. He has for a number of years been visiting a
will assimilate on the level of culture and language, butniearby Orthodox church. But there's a problem. You see,
will not assimilate to America at the level of practicghis friend also has business that takes him to Chicago, and
sacrament, and doctrine. It will not compromise on tkéien he is there he worships at All Saints Orthodox
essentials. It will not compromise on what uniteéShurch, a vital, conveffriendly parish. He sees the
Orthodoxy around the world and through the millennia. @rthodox life there and he wants it like life itself. His
will create a worthy expression of Orthodoxy that wilproblem is that he cannot find it where he lives.

over time, be unique to this culture.

Re worship in these churches will be in English, and the

For five years, he has been struggling. One year at Pascha,
This will be painful. It will be hard, but it will also behe witnessed this painful, sad scene. This service, of
joyful and miraculous. course, is the high point of the Christian year. Yet, at the
igh point of that service, as a small choir entered the

nctuary singing, "Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death," the members of the congregation
The Convert-Friendly Church stood in silence- watching.

It must happen. This is, quite frankly, what the converg
want.

Let me return to the issue of children. In my experienceMy friend saw this and, trust me, this was not what he was
Orthodoxy, | have found nothing more poignant or moleoking for. He wanted Orthodoxy, for himself and for his
painful than talking to ethnic parents and grandparefasily. He wanted more, not less. He still does.

whose children have left the faith. They can't understa
They thought America was going to be a wonderful pla
They thought America was going to be a place that wo
make them feel at home. They thought they were oﬁerig%
their children a better life. Now, in some sense, Ameriﬁ%
has taken away their children.

ﬂdt'here is to be unity in Orthodoxy in America, that unity
HI emerge out of the sacramental life of the Church. We

| sing unity into existence. We will pray unity into

stence. We will confess unity into existence. It can

ppen no other way. We must live the faith and then give

it awayA

Here is that hard truth again. If their children are to

practice Orthodoxy, they will have to believe it, they will
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StAndrew Community N2wes8fjjor

The Feast of the EI ev
| CrogSsndSaeypt elmb e r

On Se p 7wemwblemed Brad
James into the catechumenate. May
his catechism be blessed!

On Se p2 &Chiisina

Younes and her baby Helena Rose
were churched, as
Mat ushk,®daHdlyeGeor
and big brothers
Hel ena was bhlalrn o
wei ghi Alghmn and
me a s & A¢d idches long.

On Sep6Bmbbo and Nino Abesadze
wel comed their third child into

Little EIlizalBlehZozwei ghed i n at
and meanchesdodg.




