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My Dear Parishioners, Beloved of the Lord, 

Blessings and greetings to each of you in these early days of Autumn, when the 

very nasty heat has broken, and the most beautiful days of Riverside life shine. 

May these days be blessed for your spiritual growth.  

I am quite glad that this "summer of sorrow" has come to an end. In my almost 

10 years as pastor of St. Andrew I have never endured such a concentrated 

period of bereavement in the relocation to other portions of our country of some 

of our dearest and most devoted parishioners: the Charles, Payne, Jungworth and 

Cascio families. Tears have been flowing too much. These sorrows do have a 

beautiful side, however. The pain of separation is a vivid testimony to the 

existence of the cords of love. Each of these families' departures has been so 

difficult to bear precisely because they have been authentic members of our 

church family. If they had been nominal Orthodox Christians who were not 

practicing their holy Orthodox faith with sincerity their departures would have 

been tiny tremors. But when they are fellow strugglers, and faithful who put the 

worship of the Lord first and the service of the community high then we feel like 

a body that has lost vital organs. It feels unnatural, and it hurts. My hope is that 

soon, when the Lord comes for us who are eagerly awaiting Him, we shall also 

be reunited with our dear brothers and sisters where the voice of those who keep 

festival is unceasing.  

Remembering the sorrows of the recent past, let me now encourage you with 

some joys of the near future. This November 30th we celebrate our Patronal, the 

Feast of the Holy Apostle Andrew. It is an important anniversary for our parish 

since it marks the 15th anniversary of our founding. Please mark your calendar 

now to set aside two very important evenings in late November. Thursday, Nov. 

29th we will celebrate our divine services in honor of St Andrew, and Friday, 

Nov. 30th we will hold our annual patronal banquet. This is the first time our 

banquet will be on the actual St. Andrew Day.  

Our keynote speaker this year will be Father Luke 

Veronis of the Orthodox Christian Missions Center, and 

veteran missionary to Albania. Fr. Luke will make a 

presentation entitled "The Resurrection of the Church in 

Albania" and we will behold one of the modern wonders 

of the Lord. Don't miss it.   

I send my love to you all. 

Fr Josiah 
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OISM (Orthodox Inter Seminary Movement) 

2007 Fall Event 
Hosted by 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 

November 9th and 10th 

1st OISM Theological Symposium 
In honor of the sixteen hundredth anniversary of the repose of 

St. John Chrysostom 
 

Call For Papers 
Papers will be accepted for consideration from any Orthodox 

seminarian attending any of the OISM member schools. One 

paper from each OISM member school will be selected for 

presentation, by the author, at the symposium that will be 

held at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, 

November 9th and 10th, 2007. 

Papers are to address the topic: 

The Significance of The Life and Works of 

St. John Chrysostom For Today, 
In 3000 words or less. 

Papers should be submitted by October 15th , 2007 to 

your OISM representatives in an electronic format. 

 

Keynote Address To Be Given By 
Very Rev. Josiah Trenham Ph.D 
Noted scholar on St. John Chrysostom 

And 

Pastor of St. Andrew Antiochian Orthodox Church 

Riverside, California. 

 

 

You can hear Fr. Josiah speak about St. John Chrysostom On Ancient Faith Radio. Go to 

ancientfaith.com/podcasts/illuminedheart/ 
 

Please pray for Fr. Josiah as he travels next month to Holy Cross Seminary, Boston, MA, 

to speak on St. John Chrysostom.  
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What is SCRIP? 

¶ SCRIP is ñsubstitute moneyò.  

¶ When consumers purchase SCRIP, they receive negotiable certificates or cards that 

can be used like cash to purchase products or services from merchants who have issued 

them.  

¶ SCRIP can be used to purchase anything from groceries, fuel, clothing, toys, and 

cosmetics to entertainment, electronics, home improvement, or household services.  

¶ Offering freedom of choice and versatility, SCRIP is also a great gift idea for anyone 

and any occasion. Nevertheless, What makes SCRIP a valuable and effective 

fundraising tool for our parish is that as our members use it to buy their favorite 

products and services, they generate a portion of the much needed funds for our 

building fund, projects, or programs. 

How Does it Work? 

¶ The company we deal with negotiates and buys quantities of scrip at a discount from merchants nationwide.  

¶ Our Church purchases the scrip from the company and receives most of the discount they negotiated. 

¶ Our members buy the SCRIP from the Church at face value and use it to pay for services and products that they 

would buy for their daily needs anyway. 

¶ The Church keeps the difference between the discounted price and the face value of the scrip. 

How Much can our Church Earn? 

¶ Sky is the limit for our earnings when we buy the highly discounted scrip. 

How Can SCRIP Benefit You, as a Member of St. Andrew? 

¶ SCRIP makes great Christmas gifts and helps towards our building fund.  It will help you budget so you donôt end 

up shopping at the last moment and charging your purchases on your credit cards.  Just purchase a few cards every 

payday a little at a time. 

¶ SCRIP cards are also great to have on hand for those unexpected moments and make great gift exchange items. 

¶ For those people on your Christmas list who are difficult to buy foré..SCRIP is the answer.   We have something 

for everyone. 

¶ We have cards for bookstores, department stores, restaurants, fast food (great stocking stuffers), novelty stores etc.  

If you donôt see the cards you want in the SCRIP boxes, then take a look at our order form - there might be 

something on it that we can order for you.  If you know you will be wanting a large amount then let us know ahead 

of time so we can order it for you. 

 

So donôt forget your checkbooks on Sundays. 

 

We hope to see you at the SCRIP table.  Happy shoppingéé 

Christmas is Coming!  Remember SCRIP! 
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ON THE 30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF ELVIS   

By Fr. Steven C. Kostoff  

Christ the Savior/Holy Spirit Orthodox Church  

I  made a rather rare excursion onto a daytime talk radio 

station yesterday and stumbled across an interesting 

interview under the title "Elvis and Gospel Music."  Actually, 

I believe that this is the title of a new book by an older 

gentleman (I do not recall his name) who sang and recorded a 

good deal of Gospel music with Elvis Presley.  His 

reminiscences about "the King" and his love of Gospel music 

were actually rather moving.  When asked about Elvis' 

"faith," the author stated that through all of Elvis' personal 

tragedies and the excesses that marred and eventually took his 

life at an early age, he kept his "faith" until the end.  Although 

left unspecified, in the context of Elvis' life, that must 

presumably be the Christian Faith.  For trivia buffs, I learned 

that Elvis won three Grammy awards for his recording of 

Gospel music.  In a rather reverential tone, the author stated 

his belief that Elvis was the greatest Gospel singer that he had 

ever heard.  The talk show host invited this gentleman on due 

to her own deep appreciation of Elvis as a Gospel singer.  

Apparently, there was a great deal more to Elvis than simply 

"Nothing but a Hound Dog,"  "Blue Suede Shoes," and some 

of the later grotesqueries of his Las Vegas reviews.  Elvis' 

deep and profound love of his mother was perhaps the main 

source behind his love of singing Gospel music in church and 

then beyond in his recording career.   

 I was born, but was a bit too young to get into the 

unparalleled Elvis phenomenon of the 1950's.  Popular culture 

and popular music were indelibly transformed once and for 

all.  As John Lennon supposedly said:  "Before Elvis there 

was nothing."  Actually, I do recall going into my older 

brother's bedroom and playing some of those early Elvis 45s 

(together with the music of Little Richard and Fats Domino, 

etc.) on one of those small and poorly-sounding record 

players that were popular then.  But my "coming of age" was 

marked by the equally-explosive Beatles phenomenon and the 

"English Invasion" of the early 1960's.  This culminated in a 

ticket to a live Beatles' performance in Detroit on what I 

believe was their first US tour.  Sheer mayhem and madness. 

(Hold on tight, but I know for a fact that presvytera 

Deborah was at that same concert!) 

 Before I get lost in my own vague reminiscences of a 

distant past, I should state that these somewhat different 

"fragments" are being written up because yesterday, August 

16,  was the thirtieth anniversary of the death of Elvis 

Presley.   It was hard not to catch something of this on the 

news.  Thirty years later, Elvis Presley remains an "icon" of 

mass adulation.  This is borne witness to by a real 

"pilgrimage" to Graceland and his graveside by an estimated 

50,000 - 75,000 devotees for yesterday's commemoration, 

braving the intense heat and humidity.  Even without a 

specially-marked anniversary, 

it is estimated that about 

40,000 fans appear there on 

this date annually, and that 

600,000 travel to Graceland 

every year!  (I cannot resist 

the comment that Graceland 

exemplifies some of the worst 

excesses of bad taste 

imaginable!)  Perhaps here we 

encounter a combination of 

genuine devotion to Elvis' 

music-making talents enhanced by his boundless kinetic 

energy and "charisma," a nostalgia for an irretrievable past, an 

attraction to the famous, mere curiosity, a need for a "hero," 

or even the basic and universal need to "worship" something 

or someone.  To complete this somewhat macabre picture, we 

are further informed that Elvis is the second highest "grossing 

dead celebrity" in the country, yielding the top spot to the 

more-recently deceased Kurt Cobane of Nirvana, but still 

holding his own with a healthy $40,000,000 per year.   

 What stood out to me in the description of this media 

event, was the now ever-present "candlelight vigil" by the 

faithful gathered around the graveside of Elvis in 

silent reflection and mourning.  Genuine sighs, tears, and 

prayers punctuated the reverent silence as the crowd swelled. 

 The spirit of fellowship, strengthened by a shared grief, 

though ephemeral, must have been rather intense.  Actually, 

this may even have literally been an "all night vigil."  Hardly 

anyone was probably waiting for it to end with a spirit of 

impatience. "Icons," in the form of countless photographs of 

Elvis were everywhere.  Candles were offered before these 

images.  I recall well that intense emotion, concentration and 

powerful communal spirit from the vigils and funeral services 

of Frs. Alexander Schmemann and John Meyendorff that I am 

to this day so grateful for being able to attend.  However, with 

a difference that could hardly be over-exaggerated, there was 

a pervasive sense of paschal joy present at those vigils based 

upon our shared belief in the Death and Resurrection of 

Christ, and a certainty that Fr. Alexander and Fr. John were 

"good and faithful servants" awaiting their rewards from the 

Lord.   That shared faith is far-removed from the vagueries 

and speculations about the fate of the departed today. 

 Yet, perhaps I experience a twinge of envy or 

disappointment when I think of the intense devotion offered 

to our pop culture icons and our own lukewarm veneration of 

the saints - our ecclesial "heroes" - and perhaps the casualness 

of our worship of the Lord Himself.  An Elvis fan will know 

the facts and anecdotes of his life in perhaps the 
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A personal note of thanks from Mary Claypool...  

minutest details, spending a great amount of money and time 

on biographies, gossipy memoirs,  coffee-table sized - and 

priced - photo albums, etc. Some of these better-quality books 

may be accorded the status of "scripture."  For that reason, 

they are read over and over again.  And just think of the sheer 

time spent with the music and the ecstatic experience evoked 

after countless playings, including the memorization of all the 

lyrics!   Our saints remain relatively unknown, but could it be 

true that Elvis devotees know more about him than we do of 

Christ Himself and the Scriptures that witness to Him?  Our 

"passion" for our Lord needs to exceed the passion of others 

for their "idols."  A home in our neighborhood, by the 

way, has a large bust of Elvis in their front bushes. God 

alone knows what's inside!    

  Sadly, it would be far too easy to moralize about the 

death of Elvis Presley.  That is certainly not my intention, 

though.  His last years and especially last days must have 

been horrific due to the exploitation of his fame and, alas, 

his fortune.  He seemed to have been a sad caricature of his 

promising and dreamlike youthful days.  Of course, his own 

choices also proved to be fatal in the long run.  However, 

behind the more sordid elements of his "fall from grace," a 

theme that some of his Gospel songs would certainly have 

evoked, we must recognize a deep personal tragedy that 

needs to be respected and not judged.  I distinctly remember 

one of my beloved professors from St. Vladimir's Seminary, 

Serge Verkhovskoy, surprisingly speak of the deep sense of 

tragedy behind the life and death of Marilyn Monroe.  Her 

equally sad fate genuinely moved him, and he spoke of her 

demise with a real sense of pathos.  Perhaps this comes with 

age and maturity, as we come to terms with our 

own precarious relationship with God and our neighbors.  

The abyss may only be a step or two away in the wrong 

direction.    

  Just a few fragmentary thoughts prompted by the media 

coverage of the thirtieth anniversary of Elvis Presley's death 

and my spontaneous listening in to a very interesting 

interview about him yesterday.  I hope indeed that Elvis 

departed this world with "faith." 

 A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of those who played a part in our Estate Sale.  I know things looked pretty disorganized but 

believe it or not, there was a plan in place but it did not take into account the possibility of rain.  When was the last time it 

rained in September??  The major obstacle we had all along was space, we had to keep the majority of items off the property 
up until a couple of days before the event.  Then when it rained we really had no choice but to split things up, again due to 

space.  Having things in 3 different places really made it difficult to control things.  I really regret that we could not have had 

the Church open to the public as a Church and not a hall, but we had no choice.  In spite of this, everyone handled himself or 

herself in a Christian manner and dealt with the public well and did not give any indication that things were difficult. 

 I have been a part of St. Andrews since 1990, when we were just a mission.  I have participated in every fundraiser and 
event we have had since then and I am proud to say that we had more volunteers than any event in the past - approximately 60 

volunteers on the day of the event and several the day before, helping organize and price.  Thankfully, there was very little 
criticism and even though I was running around like a chicken with its head cut-off, I was amazed to tears of happiness and joy 

at how supportive most people were. 

 There are so many that went beyond the call of duty: The Saturdays and Sundays that were sacrificed.  The people who 

stayed late into the night on the days preceding the sale.  The ones who made pick-ups and deliveries.  The ladies who cooked 

for us so we did not have to stop and figure out who was going to pick up some junk food.  Instead fed us healthy meals to keep 
us going. You have no idea what a help that was (we need you on our church clean-up days).  The people who volunteered 

portions of their homes to store items and were willing to bring home loads after church and then bring them back for the sale.  
The many, many donations we received, which included some very generous items. The people who helped sort and price the 

day before.  And of course, the workers on the day of the sale who got themselves there at 6:00am and the many who stayed 

longer than they had planned on.  Some having to stand in the rain all day but did it with a smile.   

 Parents, you should be very proud of your teenagers.  They were helpful, courteous, kind and perfect examples of what it is 

to be Orthodox.  I am so thankful for the support I got from the teens and would not have survived without the energy level they 

gave me.   

 I would also like to say that if I offended anyone either by my words, my tone, or my facial expression, which according to 

my children can be pretty scary, I truly ask for your forgiveness.  This was due to lack of sleep and the stress brought on by the 

rain and of course my normal craziness.  I hope for any future events, even our church clean up days that we can get this type 

of support.  The more people we have the easier and faster things go.  An hour one person can give saves another person from 

staying an hour longer.  

 So again, THANK YOU...THANK YOU... THANK YOU.  You were all GREAT.  May God grant you many years and may 

He shine his light on each and every one of you and bless us in helping us get our Temple builté. For the Glory of Godéé 
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On Wednesday, September 26, His Grace Bishop JOSEPH ordained our own Subdeacon Nikolai 

(Kevin) Meyers to the Holy Diaconate at St. Tikhonôs Monastery Church.  Deacon Nikolai was all 

smiles as he begins his ministry in the Church and following the Cross of Christ.  With his 

ordination, the true unity of the Orthodox Church was manifested.  He was ordained by an 

Antiochian Bishop, at an OCA Monastery, and named after a Serbian Saint! Deacon Nikolaiôs 

Father-in-law, Polycarp Anderson was on hand to help his daughter Jeannette and granddaughter, 

Anna Marie celebrate the joyous occasion.  Unfortunately his mother-in-law, Marquelle Anderson 

was busy saving young lives at home and was unable to join them.   

His Grace Bishop JOSEPH gave an inspiring lecture at the Seminary about true, Godly, divine, pure, unwavering holiness.  To be 

holy is to be set apart by God.  St. John Chrysostom, who hid from his calling, was eventually ordained to the Holy Priesthood and 

later consecrated as one of the most powerful bishops of the Church.  St. John understood the awesome task of the priest, and hid out 

of fear of his own unworthiness.  To read the complete text of His Graceôs lecture go to: 

http://www.antiochianladiocese.org/Chancery/bishop_speeches/2007_sttikhon_lectureseries.htm 

St. Andrew Community News... 

He is Worthy  Mustahiq  

Dastoen  Axios  


