
The Saint Andrew News 

St. Andrew Orthodox Church of 

Riverside is a parish of the 

Self-ruled Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of North 

America, Diocese of the West, 

the See of the Right Reverend 

JOSEPH, Bishop of  

Los Angeles and the West. 

 

Saturdays:  
Great Vespers, 5:30 p.m. 

Sundays:  
Matins, 9 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

Feast Days:  
Liturgy, 6 p.m. 
On Eve of Feast 

Church School follows  
The Divine Liturgy 

For additional services and 
events, and for the latest 
updates, check 
www.saintandrew.net  

4700 Canyon Crest Drive 

Riverside, CA 92507 

(951) 369-0309 

V. Rev. Josiah Trenham, pastor 

November 2008 

Published Monthly 

Volume 17, Issue 11 

Dear and Beloved Parishioners of St. Andrew, 

The Lord's blessing be with each of you. On the 15th of November we begin our 

preparations for celebrating the greatest miracle mankind has ever witnessed- the 

Incarnation of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. For 40 days we will fast and increase 

our prayer, and give our attention to serving others in order to make a place within us for 

Christ to live when we keep the feast of His Holy Nativity on December 25th.  

During the Advent or Nativity Fast we also work intensively with our parish catechumens. 

Beginning Saturday Nov. 15th at 4pm we will have 7 catechetical lectures as usual. Each 

year I give 15 Saturday lectures to our catechumens- 7 in Advent and 8 in Great Lent. 

During these fasting periods a member of our parish catechism team (a group of 5 or 6 

layfolk under the direction of Dr. Brian Jackson) also teaches our catechumens during the 

2nd half of the Divine Liturgy each Sunday. On these Sundays the whole church prays the 

'litany of the catechumens' following the homily in the Divine Liturgy.  

The deeper a treeôs roots are, the higher the tree can grow. The stronger the foundation we 

give to our catechumens the richer and fuller Christian life each of them is able to lead once 

they are baptized. The fulfillment of our Savior's command to preach the Gospel to all men, 

to baptize, and to teach His commandments to all takes the work of the entire parish. 

Certainly the priest has to take the lead in this work, to exercise his teaching ministry as an 

apostolic person, to feed as a good shepherd, etc. But that is only a portion of catechism and 

proper formation. There is the work of the sponsors/godparents of the catechumens. There is 

the work of the catechetical team. There is the prayer of the whole church for the 

catechumens, and for those in our surrounding community who have not yet stepped foot 

inside the church. There is the hospitality offered by our parishioners to these new and 

sensitive learners and to our visitors. And much more.  

Last Tuesday evening I gave a lecture here in church to some 80 university students who 

came to hear about Orthodox Christianity. I was happy to see a few of our own parishioners 

at the lecture. When I asked one of them afterwards why he had come he responded 

beautifully, "Because I forget all the beautiful things of our own faith, and when I come and 

hear again I am renewed." So it is for all of us during the great fasting seasons of the church 

when we engage in intensive catechism. It is a work of renewal for the whole parish. We all 

in a sense return to the catechumenate. We become learners again. We engage in the yearly 

rediscovery of our precious Orthodox faith- or at least we should.  

So allow me to call each of you to engage in the process this Advent. Have you reached out 

to our visitors? Have you invited any of them to lunch? to your home? Please do. This is 

how we folks who live in the world in the midst of so many good things are saved- by 

hospitality.  Are you praying for our parish outreach to those who are outside the Church? 

Please do. Prayer accomplishes the work of the church, softens hearts, sparks interest in 

matters of the soul, and opens doors for the Gospel to go forth and win people in our 

community. Have you engaged yourself in learning your faith? Please do.  Why not invite 

someone to the Advent catechism classes and come yourself? Visit our bookstore and pick 

up some precious nectar from the Holy Fathers and nourish yourself.  

If we do these things, we will be well-pleasing to the Lord and will be His co-laborers in the 

work of His heavenly Kingdom.  

With much love, 

Father Josiah  

St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 
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Historic Article  
The following is a transcript of an 1895 New York Times article about the coming 

of St. Raphael Hawawini of Brooklyn to the United States.   

The feast of St. Raphael is celebrated on November 2nd. 

New York Times article ï September 15, 1895 

Christian Church to be Filled by a Damascus Preacher. 

MINISTER FOR SYRIANS WILL ALSO VISIT OTHER 

CITIES 

The Bishop of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands asked the 

Emperor of Russia to make the appointment. 

 Among the foreign colonies, the Syrian colony is one 

that is attaining importance, as it has been steadily growing 

in numbers for several years past. The number of Syrians 

at present residing in this city is estimated at 10,000, and 

in the United States at 150,000. Of course nearly all of 

them are Christians, either Maronites or members of the 

Orthodox Church, and should they keep on coming to this 

country at the rate they have been it will not be very long 

before only few Christians will be left in Syria. The 

natives will all be Mohammedan and Druses. To what 

extent the industries and trade of that country will be 

affected by the loss of this thrifty population can hardly be 

determined at present, for the Christians of Syria have 

certainly been the mainstays of industry and commerce 

there, as well as of agriculture. 

 Many Syrians of the better classes have of late been 

coming to the United States, among them representatives 

of commercial firms in Beirut, Damascus, and other cities. 

The great majority, however, come from the working 

classes, and there are now here shoemakers, weavers, 

spinners, and farmers, not a few of whom have gone to 

California where they are engaged in the cultivation of the 

vine, figs, oranges, apricots, olives, and other fruits. There 

was talk some time ago of going into the silk-raising 

business, which the mountaineers of Lebanon understand 

so thoroughly, but it was decided that that industry could 

not be conducted well on a large scale, and small farmers 

were not forthcoming who could afford to wait several 

years until the mulberry trees should grow large enough to 

yield leaves for the silkworms. In Lebanon the work of 

feeding the worms is given to the women and children, and 

the utmost cleanliness, care, and proper ventilation, and 

temperature are required, for without these the worms 

either sicken and die or their silk becomes coarse. 

 In New-York, Syrian Arabs live all over the city, but 

the headquarters where old residents have lived for years, 

and where the new-comers go, is in the lower part of 

Washington Street and cross 

streets. A good many of 

them are easily 

distinguishable by a rather 

dark complexion, and might 

by some be taken for Italians or Frenchmen from the South 

of France, but not a few are of quite light complexion, with 

light-colored hair. Some of the girls that come from 

Damascus and certain parts of the mountains are of 

amazing beauty, and some of the darker beauties have 

strikingly bright-looking black eyes that retain their luster 

until old age. 

 As a rule the Syrians discard their native dress after 

their arrival here, not, perhaps, because they dislike it, but 

principally to avoid annoyance from the tough elements in 

the streets. Even the fez, or tarboosh, as the Syrians call 

the red Turkish cap, has generally been abandoned, and is 

rarely seen except on the newcomers in the stores and 

houses in the Washington Street colony. 

 They preserve, however, their native habits and 

customs, and favor Syrian dishes as much as they are able, 

and to accommodate those who have no settled homes, 

several Arab restaurants have been opened, where the 

Syrian can eat the same dishes on which he was brought 

up at home. They much resemble other Oriental cookery. 

Hard boiled rice, so prepared that the grains separate, and 

yakhny, a delicate, savory stew, is a favorite dish. A 

weakness of the Arabs is stuffed vegetables, called 

mahshee. The inside of a tomato or cucumber is taken out, 

and it is then stuffed with finely-chopped meat, spiced, and 

sometimes mixed with rice. Some sweetmeats, a small cup 

of strong, fresh-made coffee and a cigarette, or a nargilah, 

or water pipe, winds up the dinner--the Asha--and then the 

Arab is ready to sip more coffee, and smoke and tell 

stories or play backgammon, which game they call tawla, 

and of which they are passionately fond. An Arab ñsportò 

will play tawla as long, and with as much earnestness and 

zeal, as a New York ñsportò will play poker. 

 The Syrian loves water, trees, and flowers, and 

perhaps one great reason that keeps Syrian colony in the 

lower part of Washington Street is its nearness to the 

Battery, where they can have a view of the bay, and see the 

fine trees and grass in the park. Many Arab mothers and 

their children can be seen about the Battery in the 
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afternoon, and the men also go there toward evening to sit 

and talk and look. In Syria they will go miles to sit and 

smoke by the side of a streamlet. In the Arab quarter many 

of the Arab houses can be distinguished by plants that are 

reared on the fire escapes and window sills. Climbing 

plants are favorites, and the convolvulus, and even the 

cucumber vine, can be seen winding their tendrils about the 

fire escapes. The rehan, or sweet marjoram, is a great 

favorite with all. 

 There is a great deal of affection in the family circle 

among the Syrians, and respect for parents, especially for 

the mother, is the universal rule, and the children who do 

not honor their mother through life, and care for her in her 

old age, are considered worse than heathens. Such rules are 

universal, both among Mohammedans and Christians. 

  Many of the Syrian mountaineers who have come here 

have gone into the peddling business. They first started 

with religious trinkets that they sold to Roman Catholics, 

and then they gradually traded in other wares sold by 

peddlers. Several enterprising Syrian merchants started 

peddlersô supplies stores and are doing a large business. 

Others work in silk embroidery, make stockings, wraps, 

pocketbooks, suspenders, pearl beads, and perfumery, and 

one Syrian has recently patented a waistcoat button with a 

receptacle for perfumery. 

 The Syrians here are not slow in learning the English 

language for the purposes of general business, and among 

them are a number of gentlemen in the learned professions-

physicians and editors. They support a few newspapers 

printed in Arabic, the principal one of which is published 

in this city and called Kawkab America, (The Star of 

America) edited by Dr. Abraham J. Arbeely, who has lived 

here many years and married an American woman, Miss 

Lafetra, and has several charming children who speak 

English better than they do Arabic. Dr. Arbeely furnishes 

his countrymen with a great deal of news from Syria and 

the Levant, and makes them acquainted with American 

institutions, customs, and manners. He is also preparing an 

English-Arabic grammar and pronouncing dictionary to 

facilitate the learning and pronunciation of the English 

language by Syrians. It will have about 500 pages. 

 Several months ago the Syrians of the Greek Orthodox 

Church in this country organized a benevolent society 

which they called the Benevolent Syrian Orthodox Society, 

and have just chosen Dr. Arbeely as President of the 

society. This society does not restrict its benevolence to 

members of the Greek Church only, as it has given 

assistance to Maronites and also Mohammedans in distress 

in a foreign land. 

 The Russian Bishop of Alaska, whose Episcopal See 

comprises all the United States, has been taking a great 

deal of interest in the Syrians of the Orthodox Greek 

Church who are in this country, and has quite recently 

prevailed upon the Russian Emperor and Synod to appoint 

a Syrian priest who studied in Russia as a pastor for 

orthodox Syrians in this country under the supervision of 

the Russian See. The success of the Russian bishop of 

Alaska was first published in the Syrian colony yesterday, 

and has created a great deal of rejoicing. The name of the 

Syrian-Russian priest is the Rev. Archimandrite Raphael 

Hawawini, native of Damascus, and he is expected here 

next month. 

 The following is a translation of the letter of the Chief 

Secretary of the Synod of Russia to the Bishop of Alaska 

informing him of the action of the Synod on his request to 

have Archimandrite Raphael Hawawini appointed and to 

fix salaries for him and a Syrian deacon of his own 

selection: 

Charge of the Most Holy Governing Synod of the Russian 

Church, 

To the Right Rev. Nicholas, Bishop of Alaska and the 

Aleutian Islands:  

 By command of his Imperial Majesty, the Most Holy 

Governing Synod has heard the report of your Right 

Reverence of the 15th of June of the present year, together 

with the presented petition of the Archimandrite Raphael, 

native of Damascus, in Syria, asking to be accepted in the 

service of the Alaskan diocese, with an appointment to the 

Church of New York for the Arabians, emigrants from 

Syria, who live in America, and that he, Archimandrite 

Raphael, together with a DeaconðSyrianðwho is to 

arrive, be granted a subsidence of 1,800 rubles in gold 

annually. And upon examination, it has come in order to 

consider:  

 Whereas the Archimandrite Raphael, a native of 

Damascus, in Syria, in his petition to your Right Reverence 

explains that the orthodox Syrians-Arabians, in diverse 

cities of the United States of North America, whose 

numbers exceed 10,000 souls, have not one sacred minister 

who should administer to their spiritual needs, and in the 

worship of God in the Arabian tongue, and they request 

him to be their religious pastor. 

 Whereas the Archimandrite Raphael desires to extend 

spiritual support to his kinsmen, he beseeches your Right 

Reverence to accept him in the service of your diocese, and 

to obtain for him from the Most Holy Synod an 

appointment to the Church in New-York for the orthodox 

Syrians, (Arabians,) who live there, as also for those who 

live in other American cities, and that if his request be 

granted he should receive besides traveling expenses an 

annual income of 1,800 rubles in gold, of which 1,200 

rubles are to be for his personal support, and 600 rubles 

for the support of the Deacon. 



              Page 4 Volume 17, Issue 11 

A historical event in the life of St. Andrew 

parish took place on the concluding day of 

the 2008 Fall Gathering (See next page for 

a detailed report by Subdeacon Peter 

Samore of St. Nicholas Cathedral). 

 Your Right Reverence reports that the appointment of 

the Archimandrite to service in the diocese entrusted to 

you is considered by you most desirable, and that the 

amount he names for his support you find to be not quite 

sufficient on account of the higher cost of living in 

America, and you ask for an increase of the salary and 

that 500 rubles in gold more be allowed for expenses in 

missionary visitations.  

 Having examined the above, and, bearing also in mind 

the answer of the Most Blessed Patriarch of Antioch in 

regard to the advisability of transferring Archimandrite 

Raphael to the service of the diocese in America, it is 

therefore resolved by the Most Holy Synod:  

 FirstðThat your Right Reverence be allowed to 

receive the aforesaid Archimandrite into the diocese 

entrusted to you, with an appointment, together with a 

Deacon selected by him from Syria, to one of the churches 

of the diocese at your discretion. 

 SecondðThat for the support of the Archimandrite 

and the Deacon 1,800 rubles in gold will be annually 

appropriated, of which 1,200 will be for the Archimandrite 

and 600 for the Deacon, and 500 rubles more for traveling 

expenses. 

 ThirdðThat in accordance with the statute concerning 

passage money granted to those who officially leave 

Russia to serve beyond the borders and imperially 

confirmed on May 1, 1867, the regularly appointed sum of 

150 chervonets [chervonet, about $3.85] for passage 

money, and 150 chervonets for the expenses of moving and 

settling, the total of 316 chervonets be assigned to the 

Archimandrite Raphael, this sum being credited to the 

account for American churches and missions.  

     ALEXIS ZAVIALOV  

     Acting secretary in chief. 

     Acting Secretary Ser. Kamenski 

     July 17, 1895 

 

 When the Russian Bishop of Alaska received the 

letter, he wrote: ñI am happy that God blessed this, my 

long desire, to give to the American Arabians a native 

Arab pastor! The diocesan office will send a copy of this 

charge to the rector of the church in New York, and 

another copy to the Arabian newspaper for the information 

of the Syrians in America. Further, Archimandrite Raphael 

will annually, during two Summer months and two Winter 

months, visit the cities of the United States in which 

Arabians are more numerous, viz., Chicago, San 

Francisco, etc. 

      BISHOP NICHOLAS  

      ñ24 July, 1895, in Novgorod.ôô 

A commemorative CD of the entire 

weekendôs events will be available 

in early December, just in time for 

Christmas giving to your family 

and friends.  Donôt forget to get 

one for yourself too.  This will be 

an invaluable archive of the history 

of our parish to pass on to your 

children and grandchildren for 

generations to come.   
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 The host community of St. Andrew the First-Called 

Apostle shined this past weekend, and the entire Diocese of 

Los Angeles and the West with it, as they came together for 

the annual Fall Gathering in Riverside, California. It was not 

just a weekend to celebrate and coordinate the life of the 

Diocese, but a weekend of rejoicing for the hosts in particular, 

as they broke ground for what will become their parish 

temple. 

 The attendees started arriving Friday night, as the 

weekend officially began with Vespers at the church with His 

Grace, Bishop JOSEPH presiding. The members and officers 

of the Antiochian Women, Fellowship of St. John the Divine 

and Teen SOYO discussed their plans for a busy and fruitful 

weekend, as well as make new friendships and renew old 

ones. 

 Though Saturday events started early for the Fall 

Gathering, things got started even earlier for Teen SOYO. 

They were in the parish kitchen at 5:15 a.m. to prepare meals 

for a local homeless shelter. Though they had a full day of 

events ahead of them, they sacrificed their sleep to help 

others. Once the cooking was done, the teens took the food 

and helped to serve it at the shelter. 

 The teens came back in time for morning prayers and 

Sayidnaôs address to the Fall Gathering. His Grace reminded 

the clergy and faithful (numbering 216 registrants) that 

worship is the center of our time together, and that opening 

prayers and hymns that begin our business are not to be 

dismissed as ceremonial. Sayidna also exhorted them to say 

and do all things with the mindset of building up the Body of 

Christ in God-pleasing fashion. ñThis is the mindset we need 

to bring to the administrative and organizational activities of 

our diocese and our parishes,ò Sayidna said. ñIt is only the 

degree to which we as individuals and as a body submit our 

minds, hearts and souls to our Savior that we can work 

together as His Holy Body and truly bear witness to His 

Death, Resurrection, Ascension and Second Coming.ò 

Sayidna concluded by reminding all the participants to 

actively invite the Holy Spirit into their presence. 

 After successful organizational meetings in the morning, 

the attendees gathered together for Great Vespers on Saturday 

night. We commemorated the Sunday of the Holy Fathers of 

the Seventh Ecumenical Council, who restored icons to the 

Church after years of their destruction. Following a beautiful 

service, where the chanters of St. Andrew offered hymns in 

English and Arabic, and the faithful chanting with them, the 

parish served a fabulous barbeque dinner that was a hit with 

everyone. 

 Sunday morning, an overflowing crowd of St. Andrew 

parishioners and out-of-towners from throughout the Diocese 

witnessed a beautiful Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. It would be 

the uplifting precursor to an historic event in the life of our 

host parishðthe ground-breaking for their new temple. 

Sayidna asked the host pastor, Very Rev. Josiah Trenham, to 

offer the homily on this momentous occasion. ñMoses became 

the shining light of the uncreated Light when he ascended 

Mount Sinai. Moses saw the heavenly temple and the nine 

ranks of angels,ò Fr. Josiah said. ñGod told him to make a 

copy of what he saw up above. He built a tabernacle, made of 

the finest materials, with the engravings of angels.ò Fr. Josiah 

used this inspiration for the construction of his congregationôs 

new temple. ñWe can now see God face to face through the 

witness borne in this temple. We build because we love God, 

even though nothing we build will come close to His glory. 

This temple will be for the love of our children, our 

grandchildren and for our community.ò Even as times look 

desperate financially, Fr. Josiah reminded the flock not to lose 

faith, because throughout history, God has protected His 

people so that they can taste of that holy place, and He shows 

them that He always triumphs. 

 Following the Liturgy, the entire congregation walked 

over to the dirt lot that will become the new church named in 

honor of St. Andrew, the first-called Apostle. Sayidna 

JOSEPH led the clergy and faithful in the Service of Ground-

breaking, as he blessed with holy water the cross that was 

firmly planted into the earth, which will sanctify and protect 

the future church and land from all evil forces. The choir sang 

the apolytikion hymn of their patron saint, imploring St. 

Andrew to constantly intercede with Christ God on the 

communityôs behalf for the salvation of their souls. The 

faithful then took turns breaking ground and churning the 

earth, complete with golden shovels and construction hats! 

 Following a sumptuous lunch catered by Roger Layoun 

of St. Andrew Church, the attendees bid farewell to their hosts 

and their friends gathered for a memorable weekend, grateful 

for the time they had together and the celebration they shared 

with the Riverside community for its groundbreaking. They 

will be able to carry a renewed spirit of Orthodoxy back to 

their parishes, and await our next Diocesan gathering at the 

Parish Life Conference in Santa Clara, California in May. 

 The Organizations and the entire Diocese of Los Angeles 

and the West are indebted to our host parish for all of their 

efforts to make this a comfortable and enjoyable weekend for 

everyone.  Special thanks and congratulations go to Father 

Josiah and Deacon Elie Khoury for their ministries. We 

cannot forget the Fall Gathering chairman, Mike Claypool, 

and ñpublicistò Lucy Hanna for their leadership over the 

weekend, all of their committees and the entire parish of St. 

Andrew in Riverside. May God grant them many years! 

Annual Diocesan Fall Gathering  
October 10-12, 2008 
Riverside, California 

By Subdeacon Peter Samore  
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A Statement of the 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN BISHOPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 
In Support of Proposition 8: 

A Constitutional Amendment to Restore the Definition of Marriage 

 

The decision of the California Supreme Court on May 15, 2008, unilaterally redefines the 

sacred institution of marriage in a manner unprecedented in human history - and alien to 

our Christian tradition.  We, the Orthodox Christian bishops of California, were saddened 

by this decision which constitutes a direct attack upon the longstanding role and freedom 

of religion in American life.  A majority of the justices declared not only that same-sex 

couplings must be allowed to exist at those couplesô discretion as ñmarriages,ò but that the 

state of California is forbidden to refer to these couplings as anything but ñmarriages.ò 

Orthodox Christianity holds in high regard the God-ordained institution of marriage and 

the family.  The Orthodox Church must and shall remain true to its faith and tradition, and 

affirm that marriage is the union of one man and one woman, given by God to one another 

for mutual support, encouragement, love and the ability to bear children. 

As members of the Church and as citizens of this great land, we cannot withdraw from the 

society in which we live.  Our parishes and our faithful are called upon to be ñsalt and 

light,ò to paraphrase Christ, and as such, they engage with their neighbors in acts of 

charity and love.  We will continue our charitable works, and our engagement with society 

- including to faithfully teach the truth about Christian principles of living. 

The Orthodox Church in the United States thrives and grows, in many respects, because of 

the enduring principles upon which this great country was founded.  Our definitions of 

basic institutions such as marriage, shaped by the unfathomable forces of love and nature 

coupled with the experience of all recorded human history, rightly derive from what the 

Founders of our country knew as the ñnatural lawò of ñnature and natureôs Godò. 

It is in this light that the Orthodox Christian bishops of California reject the decision of the 

California Supreme Court in In re Marriage Cases.  The institution of marriage emanates 

from something transcending our passing political institutions, and cannot be unilaterally 

altered in this way.  We therefore must act when that promulgation directly contradicts our 

faith -  and threatens the very foundation of Orthodoxyôs flourishing in America. 

Therefore, we the Orthodox bishops of California, call upon the faithful, as responsible 

and concerned citizens of California, to overturn this ruling by the California Supreme 

Court by voting in favor of Proposition 8 this coming November.  This proposition is a 

regrettably necessary measure to restore the true definition of marriage in the eyes of our 
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St. Andrew Community News for October 2008 

On Friday, October 17, Gil 
and Larissa Ocequera 
welcomed their new daughter  
Natalia weighing in at 8 lbs. 
and measuring 19.5ò long.  
Above: big Sister Polina very 
comfortably holding baby 
sister. 

state.  A state that believes same-sex couplings constitute ñmarriageò implicitly - and 

sooner or later, explicitly - denies the role of the Church and all faiths that adhere to 

traditional values in public life.  Please exercise your citizenship and vote in November.  

The passage of Proposition 8 is an imperative. 

With Archpastoral blessing, 

                    August 27, 2008 

On Sunday, October 19, Jeremy 

Phillips was received into the 

catechumenate at St. Andrew.  

Many Years Jeremy! 

On Sunday, October 19, Stephany Ann 

Chambers and Christian Nathaniel 

Payne (son of Subdeacon Christopher 
and Anastasia Payne) were united in 

Holy Matrimony at St. Andrew 

Orthodox Church.  Many Years! 


