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Dear Parishioners of St. Andrew, 

The Lord's blessing be upon you!  This 

month of November is filled with great 

encouragements. The Feast of the Holy 

Archangel Michael and all the Bodiless 

Powers of Heaven, our protectors is 

November 8th. The Feast of St. Nektarios 

the Wonderworker is November 9th. The 

Feast of St. John Chrysostom is November 

13th. The Nativity Fast begins November 

15th and together with it we launch our 

Saturday catechism program and a new 

series of Family Nights on Wednesdays 

during which special Lenten meals will be 

created by some of our parish's greatest 

cooks both for the nourishment of those who 

are coming to class and prayers, and for 

education for those who wish to learn how to cook in a Lenten way.  November 

25th is the Feast of St. Catherine, and last but not least, November 30th is 

the Feast of St. Andrew the Apostle, our Patron. 

The celebration of a parish's Patronal each year is a grand and festive occasion, 

and is considered to be another Pascha in the parish. For each parish, under the 

patronage of a great saint, derives throughout the year continual 

and innumerable blessings through the love and intercession of its patron. St. 

Andrew is an untiring prayer warrior on our behalf, and we are very blessed that 

our parish is not called "Canyon Crest Church" or "University Church" or some 

other such sanctity-less name. On the contrary, we bear the name of St. Andrew, 

and one day a year we gather together with great vigor to extol his many virtues 

and express our most sincere thanks to the great Apostle Andrew for his love and 

assistance.   

Mark your calendar for the Feast on Thursday evening, November 29th at 7pm.  

Evening Liturgy.  Vigil will begin at 5pm. Bring some flowers, oil, wine, bread, 

or special foods to share in honor of St. Andrew.  Be prepared also for a 

marvelous banquet in honor of St. Andrew on Friday night November 30th, when 

our special speaker will be Father Luke Veronis, long term missionary to Albania, 

who will share with us a most incredible story of the Lord's wonders in this 

modern time.  

Asking the Lord to bless you all and keep you in the palm of His hand. 

Fr Josiah  
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Come Ce lebr a te  w i th  us. . . 

Friday, November 30, 2007 

This November 30th we celebrate our Patronal, the Feast 

of the Holy Apostle Andrew. It is an important 

anniversary for our parish since it marks the 15th 

anniversary of our founding. Please mark your calendar 

now to set aside two very important evenings in late 

November. Thursday, November 29th we will celebrate 

our divine services in honor of St Andrew, and Friday, 

November 30th we will hold our annual Patronal banquet. 

This is the first time our banquet will be on the actual St. 

Andrew Day.  

Our keynote speaker this year will 

be Father Luke Veronis of the 

Orthodox Christian Missions 

Center, and veteran missionary to 

Albania. Fr. Luke will make a 

presentat ion ent it led "The 

Resurrection of the Church in 

Albania"  and we will behold one 

of the modern wonders of the 

Lord. Don't miss it.   

ST. ANDREW ORTHODOX  

CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

Phone: 951-369-0309 

Fax: 951-369-6609 

Email: SaintAndrewDesk@aol.com 

St. Andrew Patronal 

Fr. Luke Veronis 

4700 Canyon Crest Drive 

Riverside, California 92507 

Social Hour:   6:00 p.m. 

Choir Concert:  6:45 p.m. 

Dinner:    7:00 p.m. 

Keynote Address: 8:00 p.m. 
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Our father among the saints John Chrysostom (347-407), Archbishop of Constantinople, was a notable 

Christian bishop and preacher from the fourth and fifth centuries in Syria and Constantinople. He is famous 

for eloquence in public speaking and his denunciation of abuse of authority in the Church and in the 

Roman Empire of the time. He had notable ascetic sensibilities. After his death he was named 

Chrysostom, which comes from the Greek ɉɟɡůɧůŰɞɛɞɠ, "golden-mouthed." The Orthodox Church 

honors him as a saint (feast day, November 13) and counts him among the Three Holy Hierarchs (feast 

day, January 30), together with Saints Basil the Great and Gregory the Theologian. He is also recognized 

by the Roman Catholic Church, which considers him a saint and Doctor of the Church, and the Church of 

England, both of whom commemorate him on September 13. His relics were stolen from Constantinople 

by Crusaders in 1204 (commemorated on January 27) and brought to Rome, but were returned on 

November 27, 2004, by Pope John Paul II. 

 He was born in Antioch of noble parents: his father was a high-ranking military officer. His father died soon after his birth 

and so he was brought up by his mother Anthusa. He was baptized in 370 and tonsured a reader. He began his education under a 

pagan teacher named Libanius, but went on to study theology under Diodore of Tarsus (one of the leaders of the later Antiochian 

School) while practicing extreme asceticism. He was not satisfied, however, and became a hermit (circa 375) and remained so 

until poor health forced a return to Antioch. 

 He was then ordained a deacon in 381 by St. Meletius of Antioch, and was ordained a presbyter in 386 by Bishop Flavian I of 

Antioch. Over about twelve years, he gained much popularity for the eloquence of his public speaking. Notable are his insightful 

expositions of Bible passages and moral teaching. The most valuable of his works are his Homilies on various books of the Bible. 

He particularly emphasized almsgiving. He was also most concerned with the spiritual and temporal needs of the poor. He spoke 

out against abuse of wealth and personal property. His straightforward understanding of the Scriptures meant that the themes of 

his talks were eminently social, explaining the Christian's conduct in life. 

 One incident that happened during his service in Antioch perhaps illustrates the influence of his sermons best. Around the 

time he arrived in Antioch, the bishop had to intervene with the Emperor St. Theodosius I on behalf of citizens who had gone on a 

riotous rampage in which statues of the Emperor and his family were mutilated. During the weeks of Lent in 397, John preached 

21 sermons in which he entreated the people to see the error of their ways. These apparently had a lasting impression on the 

people: many pagans reportedly converted to Christianity as a result of them. In 398 he was called (somewhat against his will) to 

be the bishop of Constantinople. He deplored the fact that Imperial court protocol would now assign to him access to privileges 

greater than the highest state officials. During his time as bishop he adamantly refused to host lavish entertainments. This meant 

he was popular with the common people, but unpopular with the wealthy and the clergy. In a sermon soon after his arrival he said, 

"people praise the predecessor to disparage the successor." His reforms of the clergy were also unpopular with these groups. He 

told visiting regional preachers to return to the churches they were meant to be servingðwithout any pay out. 

 His time there was to be far less at ease than in Antioch. Theophilus, the Pope of Alexandria, wanted to bring Constantinople 

under his sway and opposed John's appointment to Constantinople. Being an opponent of Origen's teachings, he accused John of 

being too partial to the teachings of that master. Theophilus had disciplined four Egyptian monks over their support of Origen's 

teachings. They fled to and were welcomed by John. He made another enemy in Eudoxia, the wife of the eastern Emperor 

Arcadius, who assumed that his denunciations of extravagance in feminine dress were aimed at herself. 

 St. John was fearless when denouncing offences in high places. An alliance was soon formed against him by Eudoxia, 

Theophilus and other enemies of his. They held a synod in 403 to charge John, in which the accusation of Origenism was used 

against him. It resulted in his deposition and banishment. He was called back by Arcadius almost immediately, however, for the 

people of the city were very angry about his departure. There was also a "quaking" in the Imperial bedroom which was seen as a 

sign of God's anger. Peace was shortlived. A silver statue of Eudoxia was erected near the cathedral of Hagia Sophia. John 

denounced the dedication ceremonies. He spoke against her in harsh terms: "Again Herodias rages; again she is confounded; again 

she demands the head of John on a charger"  Once again he was banished, this time to Caucasus in Georgia. 

 The pope in Rome protested at this banishment, but to no avail. John wrote letters which still held great 

influence in Constantinople. As a result of this, he was further exiled to Pityus.  However, he never reached 

this destination, as he died during the journey. His final words were "Glory be to God for all things!"   

 Two of his writings deserve special mention. He harmonized the liturgical life of the Church by 

revising the prayers and rubrics of the Divine Liturgy, or celebration of the Holy Eucharist. To this day, the 

Orthodox Church typically celebrates the Divine Liturgy of John Chrysostom, together with Roman 

Catholic churches that are in the Eastern or Byzantine rites (i.e., Uniates). These same churches also read 

his Paschal Homily at every Pascha, the greatest feast of the Church year. 

St John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople (407 AD) 
Commemorated November 13 

Coffin of St. John Chrysostom 

in Komani, Georgia 
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 Saint Nectarius was born in Selyvria of Thrace on October 1, 1846. After putting himself 
through school in Constantinople with much hard labour, he became a monk on Chios in 1876, 

receiving the monastic name of Lazarus; because of his virtue, a year later he was ordained 

deacon, receiving the new name of Nectarius. Under the patronage of Patriarch Sophronius of 

Alexandria, Nectarius went to Athens to study in 1882; completing his theological studies in 
1885, he went to Alexandria, where Patriarch Sophronius ordained him priest on March 23, 

1886 in the Cathedral of Saint Sabbas, and in August of the same year, in the Church of Saint 

Nicholas in Cairo, made him Archimandrite. Archimandrite Nectarius showed much zeal both 
for preaching the word of God, and for the beauty of God's house. He greatly beautified the 

Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, and years later, when Nectarius was in Athens, Saint 

Nicholas appeared to him in a dream, embracing him and telling him he was going to exalt him 

very high. 

 On January 15, 1889, in the same Church of Saint Nicholas, Nectarius was consecrated Metropolitan of the 
Pentapolis in eastern Libya, which was under the jurisdiction of Alexandria. Although Nectarius' swift ascent through 

the degrees of ecclesiastical office did not affect his modesty and childlike innocence, it aroused the envy of lesser men, 

who convinced the elderly Sophronius that Nectarius had it in his heart to become Patriarch. Since the people loved 
Nectarius, the Patriarch was troubled by the slanders. On May 3, 1890, Sophronius relieved Metropolitan Nectarius of 

his duties; in July of the same year, he commanded Nectarius to leave Egypt. 

 Without seeking to avenge or even to defend himself, the innocent Metropolitan left for Athens, where he found that 

accusations of immorality had arrived before him. Because his good name had been soiled, he was unable to find a 

position worthy of a bishop, and in February of 1891 accepted the position of provincial preacher in Euboia; then, in 
1894, he was appointed dean of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School in Athens. Through his eloquent sermons his 

unwearying labours to educate fitting men for the priesthood, his generous alms deeds despite his own poverty, and the 

holiness, meekness, and fatherly love that were manifest in him, he became a shining light and a spiritual guide to many. 

 At the request of certain pious women, in 1904 he began the building of his convent of the Holy Trinity on the 
island of Aegina while yet dean of the Rizarios School; finding later that his presence there was needed, he took up his 

residence on Aegina in 1908, where he spent the last years of his life, devoting himself to the direction of his convent 

and to very intense prayer; he was sometimes seen lifted above the ground while rapt in prayer. He became the protector 
of all Aegina, through his prayers delivering the island from drought, healing the sick, and casting out demons. Here also 

he endured wicked slanders with singular patience, forgiving his false accusers and not seeking to avenge himself. 

 Although he had already worked wonders in life, an innumerable multitude of miracles have been wrought after his 

repose in 1920 through his holy relics, which for many years remained incorrupt. There is hardly a malady that has not 
been cured through his prayers; but Saint Nectarius is especially renowned for his healings of cancer for sufferers in all 

parts of the world. 

Reading courtesy of Holy Transfiguration Monastery 

Nektarios the Wonderworker, Bishop of  Pentapolis 
Commemorated November 9 

We were there! We worshipped in the same church where 

St. Nektarios was ordained.   

 On January 1, 2006, Lucy Hanna and her son, Fr. Nabil 

and his family worshipped at St. Sabbas Church where the 

present Patriarch Theodoros II of Alexandria presided over 

the Divine Liturgy for the feast of St. Basil.  His Cathedral 

of the Annunciation where Lucy usually worships when in 

Alexandria was under renovation at the time. 

 Patriarch Theodoros studied at the Rizarios 

Ecclesiastical School in Athens where St. Nektarios was 

once the dean. 
Fr. Nabil, serving with His Holiness, 
Patriarch Theodoros II of Alexandria 

at St. Sabbas Church 

The altar at which St. Nektarios 

was ordained to the priesthood 


