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Dear Parishioners,  

The Lord's blessing be with each of you. These holy days of Ascension-tide are now 

coming to an end with the celebration of the Great Feast of Pentecost. Here are the 

beautiful words from Ascension service.   

ñLeaving the things of earth upon the earth, and surrendering to the earth things of ashes, 

come, let us come to our senses and raise our eyes and thoughts on high; let us, O mortals, 

turn our gaze together with our senses up unto the heavenly gates. Let us consider 

ourselves present at the Mount of Olives, and gaze intently at the Redeemer Who is riding 

upon a cloud; for the Lord hath hastened up from there into the Heavens. And there the 

bountiful Giver of gifts distributed gifts unto His Apostles, calling to them as a Father, and 

strengthening them; He guided them like sons and said unto them: I am not separated from 

you; I am with you, and no on can be against you.ò Oikos of the Feast of the Ascension. 

Note how the Glorious Ascension of our Lord Jesus is designed to alter our perspective. 

Since our Lord has gone up we too are to go up. He has gone up and our thoughts, our 

hearts, and our hopes are to travel with Him and become securely lodged in Paradise 

where He is. The orthros oikos hymn calls us to surrender to the earth the things of ashes - 

things like possessions, earthly fame, money, homes, cars, selfish ambitions, etc. - and to 

raise our eyes, senses, thoughts above and fix them there gazing intently on our Ascended 

Lord. 

When the Lord ascended the Apostles wept for they were terribly afraid that they were 

being left as orphans on this earth. But this was not the case. Our Lord told them that "it 

was good that I go away" because unless the Lord ascended and sat down at the right hand 

of His Father on high the Holy Spirit would not come. But He did come. On Pentecost He 

was poured out upon all the believers, and the very real presence of Jesus filled His 

followers by the Holy Spirit, and gifted them to fulfill His work on the earth.  

The Christian faith, brothers and sisters, is not a collection of ideas - as though we are just 

subscribers to a certain worldview or rationalists of a certain bent. Not at all. The Christian 

faith is a dogma with power. The Christian faith is inspired life and spiritual power. This is 

why we do not simply read books to make us Christians, or pass on ideas orally. We gather 

around the Holy Altar to live, to change, to be radically altered, and to imbibe the Holy 

Spirit. Life in the Holy Spirit is what Christian life is, and if we do not have the Spirit of 

Christ we are not of Him (Romans 8:9), regardless of the ideas we hold. So this Pentecost 

weekend we will commence again (the first time since Pascha) to say the prayer to the 

Holy Spirit at the beginning of our devotions and all the services in the church. "O 

heavenly King, O Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art in all places, and fillest all 

things, come and abide in us, cleanse us from every stain, and save our souls O Good 

One." We will kneel Sunday evening for Pentecost Kneeling Vespers and express our deep 

yearning to become vessels of the Holy Spirit, to live in spiritual power over everything 

dark, corrupt, unloving, and impure.  

May it be that the Holy Spirit come to quench our thirst and to satisfy our deep longings. 

May we be worthy for Him to do so.  

In the Ascended Lord Jesus Christ, 

Fr Josiah  

St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 
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Matthew suffered martyrdom in Ethiopia, killed by a 

sword wound. 

Mark  died in Alexandria, Egypt, after being dragged by 

horses through the streets until he was dead. 

Luke was hanged in Greece as a result of his tremendous 

preaching to the lost. 

John faced martyrdom when he was boiled in huge basin of 

boiling oil during a wave of persecution in 

Rome.  However, he was miraculously delivered from 

death. John was then sentenced to the mines on the prison 

island of Patmos.  He wrote his prophetic Book of 

Revelation on Patmos. The apostle John was later freed and 

returned to serve as Bishop of Edessa in modern 

Turkey.  He died as an old man, the only apostle to die 

peacefully. 

Peter was crucified upside down on an x-shaped 

cross.  According to church tradition it was because he told 

his tormentors that he felt unworthy to die in the same way 

that Jesus Christ had died. 

James just the leader of the church in Jerusalem, was 

thrown over a hundred feet down from the southeast 

pinnacle* of the Temple when he refused to deny his faith 

in Christ.  When they discovered that he survived the fall, 

his enemies beat James to death with a fuller's club**.  

*This was the same pinnacle where Satan had taken Jesus 

during the Temptation. 

**A "fuller's club" is a heavy club once used to beat wool 

in preparation for weaving the wool into cloth. 

James the Great son of Zebedee, was a fisherman by trade 

when Jesus called him to a life time of ministry.  As a 

strong leader of the church, James was ultimately beheaded 

at Jerusalem.  The Roman officer who guarded James 

watched amazed as James defended his faith at his trial. 

Later, the officer walked beside James to the place of 

execution.  Overcome by conviction, he declared his new 

faith to the judge and knelt beside James to accept 

beheading as a Christian. 

Bartholomew also known as Nathaniel was a missionary to 

Asia.  He witnessed for our Lord in present day 

Turkey.  Bartholomew was martyred for his preaching in 

Armenia where he was flayed to death by a whip. 

Andrew was crucified on an x-shaped cross in Patras, 

Greece. After being whipped severely by seven soldiers 

they tied his body to the cross with cords to prolong his 

agony.  His followers reported that, when he was led 

toward the cross, Andrew saluted it in these words: 'I have 

long desired and expected this happy hour.  The cross has 

been consecrated by the body of Christ hanging on it.'  He 

continued to preach to his tormentors for two days until he 

expired. 

Thomas was stabbed with a spear in India during one of his 

missionary trips to establish the church in the sub-continent. 

Jude  Was killed with arrows when he refused to deny his 

faith in Christ. 

Matthias  The apostle chosen to replace the traitor Judas 

Iscariot was stoned and then beheaded.  

Barnabas one of the group of seventy disciples, wrote the 

Epistle of Barnabas. He preached throughout Italy and 

Cyprus.  Barnabas was stoned to death at Salonica. 

Paul  Was tortured and then beheaded by the evil Emperor 

Nero at Rome in A.D. 67. Paul endured a lengthy 

imprisonment which allowed him to write his many epistles 

to the churches he had formed through out the Roman 

Empire. These letters, which taught many of the 

foundational doctrines of Christianity, form a large portion 

of the New Testament. 

Perhaps this is a reminder to us that our sufferings here are 

indeed minor compared to the intense persecution and cold 

cruelty faced by the apostles/disciples during their times for 

the sake of their Faith. 

And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake:  

But he that endures to the end shall be saved. Matthew 

10:22  

Many thanks to Father Tom OôDea for sending this article. 

DO YOU KNOW HOW THE APOSTLES DIED?   



 - On Saturday, May 16, the parishioners of St. 

Andrew came together with family and friends 

for an evening of fun and enjoyed foods and 

traditional dances from the Middle East, Russia 

and yes, America too. Russian music and 

singing by our Russian and Georgian group 

were an added treat. Young and old participated 

with enthusiasm in what turned out to be an 

evening to remember. 
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St. Andrew Community News, May 2009... 

Congratulations to 

Michael and Mary 

Claypool on their 25th 

wedding anniversary 

which they celebrated 

on Sunday, May 10th. 

Many Years! 

2009 Parish Life Conference - This yearôs PLC was hosted by St. Stephen Church of  Campbell, CA.  Many thanks to  
Fr. Patrick Jackson, Kh. Maria and all the conference committee for a very well organized conference, especially the youth and 

childrenôs events.  Shown below in the picture to the right, Kh. 

Catherine attending the clergy wives meeting with Bishop 

JOSEPH.  Center, Fr. Josiah at the clergy meeting with the Bishop, 

and to the left, Lucy and 

daughter, Suzy, attending the 

organizationsô joint meeting. 

Congratulations! To Chris, 

Christy, Elea and Pablo 

Gonzales-Aden on the birth 

of baby Lucia Christina 

(patron saint, Lucia of 

Rome). Lucia was born on 

May 23 weighing in at 8lbs 

12oz,  and measuring 23 

inches long.  Many Years! 

St. Andrewôs 2009 International Dance 


