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Parishioners of St. Andrew Church, Dear to Christ, 

 Blessings and most sincere best wishes for a peaceful and cooler conclusion to 

your summers! This summer has been filled with wonderful happenings and a 

historic event. Our youth have been very active with their meetings, service projects 

and camp out. The Parish Life Conference was held in Los Angeles. Then there was 

the bi-annual clergy symposium at Antiochian Village. Then our choir director, Teri 

Stevens, and her two assistants (Regina Roum and Elizabeth Beck) traveled to the 

Archdiocesan Sacred Music Institute at the Village in PA. Many of our young 

people have attended church camp. And most special of all was the historic 

hierarchical liturgy and ordination to the sacred priesthood that took place at St. 

Andrew on the Feast of St. Elias, July 20th.  

 Our parish has had two of its children become monastics already: Father 

Innocent (Chris Green) and Mother Melania (Elayne Salem). Our parish has 

had two of its sons graduate from seminary (Subd. Joshua Armitage and Fr. Nikolai 

Meyers), but never have we been so blessed as to offer one of our sons to our 

Bishop JOSEPH for ordination to the holy priesthood! I was terribly moved during 

the hierarchical liturgy, and asked the Lord God to guide, protect, and enable Fr. 

Nikolai in the coming years of his ministry, and also to grant us the great honor at 

St. Andrew Church of this being the 1st of many more ordinations to come in the 

future.  

 We hope as a parish to send another one of our young men off to seminary in 

the very near future (more on that later!), and in the wake of these happenings I 

have more than once been asked, "Father, don't you regret sending away all your 

devoted servants of the church? Why do you raise up talent and then send it all 

away?"  

 To that I answer two-fold. God raises up talents, and distributes gifts according 

to His Sovereign will. When he calls to monasticism, it behooves our parish to 

send the aspirant with our full support to the only place they can fulfill their calling: 

a monastery! And when God gifts and calls a priest it behooves our parish to send 

the aspirant with our full support to the place where priestly training takes place: the 

seminary! Of course, all of these dear ones I mentioned above were some of my 

closest confidantes and I valued their presence here immensely. I miss them 

terribly! It is all true. But I believe God. No one who offers freely, no one who 

scatters generously, will fail to receive many times as much from the gracious gift-

giving hands of our Lord. It is a sure investment my dear ones. We have reaped, and 

we will continue to if we keep our faith.  

 May the Almighty God bless our parish son, the priest Nikolai, and may his 

prayers be a great help for us all on the road of salvation! 

Much love to you all, 

Fr Josiah   

St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 



 A while back, I came across a passage in St. John 

Chrystostom that dealt directly with our parishôs 

situation.  When St. John was living, it was rare to find 

a church outside of the cities.  The situation was so bad, 

that they simply referred to people who were not 

Christian as ñcountry peopleò (paganus).  With this 

problem in the background, St. John preached a sermon 

in which he shamed those people who owned estates in 

the country because they were not building churches.  

In fact, he boldly made the following demand, ñyea as a 

law I lay it down, that there be no estate to be seen 

destitute of a Church.ò 

 Knowing that people might say that it was 

unnecessary and expensive, St. John insisted that 

building a church should be one of their highest 

priorities.  He reasoned, ñSuppose an Emperor had 

ordered thee to build an house that he might lodge 

there, wouldest thou not have done everything to please 

him? And here now it is palace of Christ, the Church, 

the Church which thou buildest. Look not at the cost, 

but calculate the profit.ò   

 St. John goes on to explain different ways that we 

would profit from building a church.  We can sum these 

up in three categories:  we honor God, we love our 

neighbor, and we store up treasure for ourselves in 

heaven. 

 First, we honor God.  As St. John said earlier, God 

has given us the opportunity to build a house for him.  

As things stand, we have built a hall, certainly the most 

beautiful house built for God in this part of town.  How 

much better it will be, though, when we build a 

consecrated temple for him. 

 Of course, God himself has no need for a house -- 

but it is a great blessing to us that he lets us honor him 

in this way.  As St. John said, ñTherefore it is that 

where God is honored, there is nothing evil: as, on the 

contrary, where He is not honored, there is nothing 

good. It will be great security both with God and with 

men.ò 

 This quote leads to the second point.  There is 

hardly anything better that we could do for our city.  St. 

John describes what happens to a village when 

someone builds a church and brings in a priest.  He 

explains, ñThe village will in the first place be free 

from all evil suspicion. None will 

charge it with murder, with theft: 

none will suspect anything of the 

kind.  They have also another 

comfort, if sickness befall, if death.  

Then again the friendships formed 

there by people as they go side by 

side (to and from the Church) are 

not struck up at random and 

promiscuously: and the meetings 

there are far more pleasant than those which take place 

in marts and fairs.ò   

 There are, of course, many things that we can do for 

our neighbors.  There are people with many types of 

physical, emotional, and financial needs.  All of these 

are important and we can not ignore them.  Still, we 

should not forget that people also need a place to pray.  

I know this from my experience living in Chicago.  If 

you walk through downtown Chicago, south of the 

river, in the middle of the skyscrapers you come across 

a building with an enormous crucifix.  This is a 

Catholic Church run by the Franciscans.  Every day just 

after five many people stop in to hear prayers said or to 

make their confession.  Similarly, on the north side of 

the river, Holy Name Cathedral has a Mass every day at 

lunch.  It is a great comfort in a busy, stressed-out city 

to have one quiet place that it set aside for prayer. 

 I stress this point because building a church is thing 

that only we can do.  Anyone can set up a soup kitchen.  

Anyone can give people a place to stop and rest.  And 

God willing, we too will provide those things for our 

neighbors in our new church.  But we are the only ones 

who can bring a consecrated Orthodox church to the 

city of Riverside.  Nobody else can do this for our city, 

so we owe it to them to make a few sacrifices to supply 

this need. 

 Finally, if we do this for our neighbors, we benefit 

ourselves.  Fr. Josiah has pointed out that the names of 

the founders of the church are placed in the altar, so that 

they can be prayed for from now until the end of time.  

As St. John says, ñThere will be constant prayers there 

through thee, hymns and Communions through thee; 

the Oblation on each Lord's Day. For only consider 

what a praise it will be, that, whereas others have built 

splendid tombs, to have it said hereafter: óSuch a one 
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The Los Angeles Master 

Chorale will perform 

Rachmaninoffôs St. 

John Chrysostom Liturgy 

on Sunday evening, 

October 12. 

The cheapest group ticket 

price we can get is $35 

per seat (for 8 or more). 

The performance is at the 

Disney Concert Hall in 

Los Angeles. Our group 

tickets must be reserved 

before September 1.   

Anyone interested should 

contact our choir 

director, Mrs. Teri 

Stevens at: 

teristevens63@gmail.com 

built this,ô thou hast reared Churches! Bethink thee that 

even until the coming of Christ thou shalt have thy 

reward, who hast reared up the altars of God.ò 

 I know that times are tough, and it is hard to find 

money to give.  Let me make two suggestions, though.  

First, read St. Johnôs sermon.  Iôve only given you a 

taste of his powerful and eloquent argument.  Iôve put 

the website at the end of the article.  Second, after you 

read his sermon, sit down with your family and go 

through the budget.  Find one luxury that you allow 

yourselves as a family.  Letôs say that you spend an 

average of $10 a week on movies.  Pick a month -- 

maybe September.  September lasts about four weeks, 

so that is $60.  For the month of September, save the 

$60.  I am not suggesting that you give the whole $60.  

Instead, go to the bookstore and use that money to buy 

some Saintsô Lives and read them together as a family.  

Or go to the library and get some old movies or some 

music and watch them together.  Or just go take a walk 

in the park.  Take what is left over and give it to the 

Building Fund.   

 This kind of opportunity is given maybe once in a 

lifetime.  It would be a shame to waste it.  So, as St. 

John says, ñKnowing these things, let us apply 

ourselves forthwith to this spiritual work. é Only be 

earnest to effect this, I beseech you, that in every way 

being well-pleasing unto God, we may attain unto the 

eternal blessings, by the grace and mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ with Whom to the Father and the Holy 

Ghost together be glory, dominion, and honor, now and 

ever world without end. Amen.ò 

(All the quotes are from a translation of St. John 

Chrysostomôs 18th Homily on Acts, which can be found 

at:  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf111.vi.xviii.html)   

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West 

His Grace Bishop JOSEPH 

Presiding 

  

Hosted by 

St. Andrew Church, Riverside, California 

Held at 

Courtyard by Marriott 

October 10 - 12, 2008 

Save the Date  

mailto:teristevens63@gmail.com
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ñReceive thou 

this pledge, and 

preserve i t 

who le  and 

unharmed until 

thy last breath, 

because thou 

shalt be held to 

an accounting 

therefor in the 

second and 

fearful coming 

of our great 

Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ.ò 

 On July 20, 2008, our own Dn. Nikolai (Meyers) became 

Father Nikolai right here at St. Andrew Church by the laying 

on of the hands of His Grace Bishop JOSEPH.  Fr. Nikolai has 

been assigned as second priest to assist Fr. Troy Mashburn, 

and attached to the altar of St. John Church of Memphis TN. 

 Father Nikolaiôs professor and dean of St. Tikhon 

Seminary, Father Michael Dahulich, flew in for the occasion. 

 Accompanying His Grace were, Archdeacon George 

Shishim from St. Nicholas Cathedral and Subdeacon Michael 

Habib, Episcopal Assistant. 

Deacon Nikolai Ordained to the Holy Priesthood 

7th August 2008 

Martyrs Dometrios of Persia and Sozon of Nicomedia 

To the beloved faithful of St. Andrew Parish: 

Christ is in our midst! 

 I am writing to thank you, for the love you have shown my family and I these many years, through your friendship, prayers, 

and financial support. You have also given me the honor of working with your children, entrusting me with your teens during the 

summers. I am humbled by your continued love and support, your presence at my ordination, your cry of axios!, which the 

memory of, brings tears to my eyes; your generous gift which has allowed me to pay off my college debt and enabled me to begin 

my ministry debt free. I am indebted to you now and rejoice and thank God for such wonderful people as are found at St. Andrew. 

I ask your prayers, and offer my meager prayers on your behalf to the Holy Trinity. May He strengthen you for the work He has 

given you, the building up of His holy Body, His Church in Riverside and the surrounding areas. May your good works, and 

fervent prayers encourage me continually, and if God so wills, may I return to be among you often, if not permanently. 

 Jeanette, Anna Marie and I are now settled in Memphis. Their flight home and my trip across the southwest to Memphis were 

uneventful. I have begun my work at the parish of St. John. I will be traveling down to Tupelo, MS, often to serve at our mission 

station there as well as to our skete, which is close to Memphis. Fr. John Mashburn and the faithful here have been very kind and 

welcoming to us, and the parish reminds us of St. Andrew. Despite the familiar atmosphere of the parish we still miss you all. You 

are always welcome to visit here, which would be a great blessing to us. May God bring our paths together often! 

Please remember us in your prayers, and do not forget us. 

The blessing of our Lord God be upon you. 

Your servant, 

Fr. Nikolai Kevin Meyers 

He is Worthy! 


