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St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 

Mr. Olsonôs letter:  

Fr. Josiah, 

My name is David Olson, and I am a 

reporter at The Press-Enterprise.  

I understand that St. Andrew is beginning 

construction on a new church that will have 

the seven domes that are traditional in 

Antiochian Orthodox Christianity. Weôd 

like to do a story on the new church, and use 

that story to explain to readers more about 

Antiochian Orthodox Christianity. 

Would you have time to talk either today or 

early next week?  

Thank you. 

David Olson, Reporter 

The Press-Enterprise 

 

Fr. Josiahôs response: 

Dear David 

Nice to hear from you. I remember our 

interaction in the past at several different 

times, and I welcome it now. 

It is true that we are in the midst of 

construction of our new church temple 

which will indeed be an architectural 

masterpiece. 

It is modeled after a 14th century world 

heritage site in Thessaloniki, Greece called 

St. Catherine's. It will be in the classic 

Byzantine architecture, for which Orthodox 

Churches throughout the world are so well 

known. It will have seven stunning domes, 

and will incorporate architecture accents 

from the Greek, Syrian, Romanian and 

Slavic traditions - as well as from 

Mediterranean style of Southern California.  

This diversity of Orthodox Architecture 

will exist to reflect the diversity within our 

parish, for St. Andrew Church is a small 

slice of America. Half of our 400-500 

parishioners are first and second 

generation immigrants from 15 different 

countries with heavy Orthodox Christian 

populations like Lebanon, Palestine, 

Israel, Syria, Greece, Egypt, Serbia, 

Romania, Russia, and Bulgaria. The other 

half are American converts and their 

children who have been born and raised 

here in our parish since our founding in 

1992. 

We purchased the property where the 

church is here at 4700 Canyon Crest Drive 

(adjacent to UCR) in 1999 from a 101 year 

old retired Botanist from UCR named 

Homer Chapman. We obtained permission 

from our City Planning Commission and 

Planning Department for a three-phase 

project. Phase 1 is our St. Andrew 

Fellowship Hall which was completed in 

2002, and which we have been using as 

our church for the last seven years. We 

received from the Chamber of Commerce 

and Mayor Loveridge (it was presented at 

the Mayor's January Breakfast) a 

beautification award for new construction 

when we finished it in 2002.  Phase 2 is 

the heart of our campus and our faith, 

which is our new church temple. Phase 3 

will be, God willing, our Christian 

education classrooms and administrative 

facilities. We hope to commence work on 

Phase 3 within five years after completing 

our temple. 

Phase 2, the temple, has been underway 

actively for more than two years. The task 

of completing design and construction 

documents, obtaining all the necessary 

(Continued on page 2) 

The following are two letters of correspondence between Mr. David Olson, a 

reporter for the Press Enterprise, and Fr. Josiah regarding our new church temple. 
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permits from the city, doing site and grading work, etc. is a 

lengthy and time consuming process. The actual 

construction is under contract for 10-12 months. We 

are four months into it. The foundations have been laid, the 

utilities pulled, and the deep slab completed. In the last 6 

weeks the steel has arrived, and the steel framing is almost 

complete. The steel workers are old school union workers, 

with incredible talents. The domes, which cost hundreds of 

thousands of dollars, are being constructed by a local 

company, and I surveyed them yesterday. They are 

gorgeous. We plan to place the five fundamental domes in 

just over 2 weeks - probably either Tuesday, 1/26  or 

Wednesday, 1/27 .  

Setting the domes is an impressive sight. The Press- 

Enterprise came out in 2002, when we set the one small 

dome on our fellowship hall, and ran a beautiful article at 

that time. I think this would be a good time to do so again. 

A massive crane will be here. The central dome will be set 

at a height of 55 feet. We obtained a variance for this from 

the City. Many of our parishioners and neighbors will come 

out for the blessing of the domes and their placement.  

Over the course of the following months the steel stud and 

dry wall folks will be working feverishly, with the hope 

that we will complete the construction by summertime. The 

construction on such a building is not easily done. This 

sacred building will have the most complex roof line of any 

building in Riverside, and perhaps in Southern California 

itself.  Everything is being built with 1000 years in mind - 

hence the deep slab, the steel framing everywhere, and the 

time investment.  

Off site, we have engaged several classical artisans. An 

incredible woodworker from Romania is building much of 

the interior furniture including the altar, icon wall called an 

iconostasis, and various icon stands. We have brought a 

veteran wood carver from the country of Georgia (in the 

Caucasus mountains of Western Asia) to build many 

detailed wood pieces for the interior of the church. We 

have contracted an accomplished iconographer (icon 

painter), who is an Orthodox monk who lives in the 

mountains of Colorado.  Hundreds of thousands of dollars 

of iconography is being executed which will adorn the 

interior of the church, the undersides of the domes, the 

walls, etc...and eventually, God willing, every single blank 

space of the interior. We Orthodox Christians believe icons 

are an essential pedagogial means of communicating the 

truth of the Christian faith, and we relate to the icons as 

windows to heaven.    

We could not have progressed thus far without the sincere 

dedication and support of many persons.  

(Continued from page 1) Our parish, though not a so-called "mega-church" (for 

which I am thankful!), is full of hundreds of people who 

love to work and serve, and are willing, out of love for 

God, to personally sacrifice in order to build a house for 

God that is worthy of its name. Our building chairman is at 

the heart of our project, and you or your colleagues at the 

Press-Enterprise ought really sit down with him sometime 

over the next few months as we near completion and the 

date of our consecration, and speak with Mr. Saba A. Saba 

(DosSabas@aol.com). Saba is a retired engineer, business 

professional and investor.  He and his lovely wife Shirley 

have consecrated their retirement to serving God and St. 

Andrew Church.  We have hired Mr. David Mouck and the 

Gill Company, for whom he works (Temecula), to serve as 

our contractor and construction manager in a unique 

symbiosis which allows St. Andrew Church unusual 

latitude in the intimate details of sub-negotiation and 

hiring.      

Mayor Loveridge, and our city councilman here in Ward 2, 

Andy Melendrez, have been 100% behind us - helping 

us, with Riverside's excellent Planning and Building 

Departments, to overcome many obstacles of design and 

execution. We are proud Riversidians, and our intimate 

work with the City has only made us more so. Our 

neighbors here have offered us tremendous support, 

writing letters on our behalf, visiting the site regularly, and 

exercising immense patience with us as we circumnavigate 

the inevitable challenges when engaged in a construction 

project like this.  

It is our sincere hope that soon we will be able to offer St. 

Andrew Orthodox Church as one of the architectural 

jewels of Riverside and the entire Inland Empire, and as a 

place of prayer not only for St. Andrew parishioners but for 

all in our community. 

I look forward to speaking with you at greater length about 

this, David.   A good New Year to you. 

Fr Josiah  

mailto:DosSabas@aol.com
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The placement of the five fundamental domes, which is expected to take place January 26 or 27, 2010.   The 

seven domes are being constructed at the warehouse of  òDomes 2000ǌ in Colton, CA.    

The St. Andrew Temple Construction Progress...  

The next step...  

One of the four small corner dome 

frames and in the background, you 

can see the large main dome panels. 

Frame of main dome - 30 feet across. 

This is about half of the final height. 

http://frjosiah.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/steel-framing-1-05-10-2.jpg
http://frjosiah.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/dome-frames-domes-2000-12-09.jpg
http://frjosiah.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/domes-2000-visit-main-dome-1-7-10.jpg
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As she stood in front of her 5th grade class on the very first 

day of school, she told the children an untruth. Like most 

teachers, she looked at her students and said that she loved 

them all the same. However, that was impossible, because 

there in the front row, slumped in his seat, was a little boy 

named Teddy Stoddard.  

Mrs. Thompson had watched Teddy the year before and 

noticed that he did not play well with the other children, 

that his clothes were messy and that he constantly needed a 

bath. In addition, Teddy could be unpleasant. It got to the 

point where Mrs. Thompson would actually take delight in 

marking his papers with a broad red pen, making bold X's 

and then putting a big 'F' at the top of his papers.  

At the school where Mrs. Thompson taught, she was 

required to review each child's past records and she put 

Teddy's off until last. However, when she reviewed his file, 

she was in for a surprise. Teddy's first grade teacher wrote, 

'Teddy is a bright child with a ready laugh. He does his 

work neatly and has good manners... he is a joy to be 

around.' His second grade teacher wrote, 'Teddy is an 

excellent student, well liked by his classmates, but he is 

troubled because his mother has a terminal illness and life 

at home must be a struggle.' His third grade teacher wrote, 

'His mother's death has been hard on him. He tries to do his 

best, but his father doesn't show much interest, and his 

home life will soon affect him if some steps aren't taken.' 

Teddy's fourth grade teacher wrote, 'Teddy is withdrawn 

and doesn't show much interest in school. He doesn't have 

many friends and he sometimes sleeps in class.' By now, 

Mrs. Thompson realized the problem and she was ashamed 

of herself. She felt even worse when her students brought 

her Christmas presents, wrapped in beautiful ribbons and 

bright paper, except for Teddy's. His present was clumsily 

wrapped in the heavy, brown paper that he got from a 

grocery bag. Mrs. Thompson took pains to open it in the 

middle of the other presents. Some of the children started to 

laugh when she found a rhinestone bracelet with some of 

the stones missing, and a bottle that was one-quarter full of 

perfume. But she stifled the children's laughter when she 

exclaimed how pretty the bracelet was, putting it on, and 

dabbing some of the perfume on her wrist. Teddy Stoddard 

stayed after school that day just long enough to say, 'Mrs. 

Thompson, today you smelled just like my Mom used too.' 

After the children left, she cried for at least an hour. On that 

very day, she quit teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Instead, she began to teach children. Mrs. Thompson paid 

It was you who taught meé 
An exceptional, and most likely true story passed on to us by Father Menas of 

Saint Anthony's Greek Orthodox Monastery,  4784 N St. Joseph's Way, Florence, AZ 85132  

particular attention to Teddy. As she worked with him, his 

mind seemed to come alive. The more she encouraged him, 

the faster he responded. By the end of the year, Teddy had 

become one of the smartest children in the class and, 

despite her lie that she would love all the children the same, 

Teddy became one of her 'teacher's pets.'  

A year later, she found a note under her door, from Teddy, 

telling her that she was the best teacher he ever had in his 

whole life.  

Six years went by before she got another note from Teddy. 

He then wrote that he had finished high school, third in his 

class, and she was still the best teacher he ever had in life. 

Four years after that, she got another letter, saying that 

while things had been tough at times, he'd stayed in school, 

had stuck with it, and would soon graduate from college 

with the highest of honors. He assured Mrs. Thompson that 

she was still the best and favorite teacher he had ever had in 

his whole life. Then four more years passed and yet another 

letter came. This time he explained that after he got his 

bachelor's degree, he decided to go a little further. The 

letter explained that she was still the best and favorite 

teacher he ever had. But now his name was a little longer.... 

The letter was signed, Theodore F. Stoddard, MD. 

The story does not end there. You see, there was yet 

another letter that spring. Teddy said he had met this girl 

and was going to be married. He explained that his father 

had died a couple of years ago and he was wondering if 

Mrs. Thompson might agree to sit at the wedding in the 

place that was usually reserved for the mother of the groom. 

Of course, Mrs. Thompson did. And guess what? She wore 

that bracelet, the one with several rhinestones missing. 

Moreover, she made sure she was wearing the perfume that 

Teddy remembered his mother wearing on their last 

Christmas together. They hugged each other, and Dr. 

Stoddard whispered in Mrs. Thompson's ear, 'Thank you 

Mrs. Thompson for believing in me. Thank you so much 

for making me feel important and showing me that I could 

make a difference.'  

Mrs. Thompson, with tears in her eyes, whispered back. 

She said, 'Teddy, you have it all wrong. You were the one 

who taught me that I could make a difference. I didn't know 

how to teach until I met you.' 

For you that don't know, Teddy Stoddard is the Dr. at Iowa 

Methodist in Des Moines that has the Stoddard Cancer 

Wing. 



              Page 5 Volume 19 Issue 1 

How old is the Orthodox Faith 
If you are a Lutheran, your religion was founded by Martin 

Luther, an ex-monk of the Catholic Church, in the year 

1517.  

If you belong to the Church of England, your religion was 

founded by King Henry VIII in the year 1534 because the 

Pope would not grant him a divorce with the right to re-

marry.  

If you are a Presbyterian, your religion was founded by 

John Knox in Scotland in the year 1560.  

If you are a Congregationalist, your 

religion was originated by Robert Brown 

in Holland in 1582.  

If you are Protestant Episcopalian, your 

religion was an offshoot of the Church of 

England, founded by Samuel Senbury in 

the American colonies in the 17th 

century.  

If you are a Baptist, you owe the tenets 

of your religion to John Smyth, who 

launched it in Amsterdam in 1606.  

If you are of the Dutch Reformed 

Church, you recognize Michelis Jones as founder because 

he originated your religion in New York in 1628.  

If you are a Methodist, your religion was founded by John 

and Charles Wesley in England in 1774.  

If you are a Mormon (Latter Day Saints), Joseph Smith 

started your religion in Palmyra, New York, in 1829.  

If you worship with the Salvation Army, your sect began 

with William Booth in London in 1865.  

General Fund 

Income $35,825.82 

Expense $24,571.36 

St. Andrew Monthly Income and Expense Report for November 2009 

Building Fund 

Income $204,056.00 

Expense $302,839.08 

If you are Christian Scientist, you look to 1879 as the year 

in which your religion was born and to Mary Baker Eddy 

as its founder.  

If you belong to one of the religious organizations known 

as Church of the Nazarene, Pentecostal Gospel, Holiness 

Church or Jehovah's Witnesses, your religion is one of the 

hundreds of new sects founded by men within the past 

hundred years.  

If you are Roman Catholic, your church 

shared the same rich apostolic and 

doctrinal heritage as the Orthodox Church 

for the first thousand years of its history, 

since during the first millennium they were 

one and the same Church.  

Lamentably, in 1054, the Pope of Rome 

broke away from the other four Apostolic 

P a t r i a r c h a t e s  ( wh i c h  i n c l u d e 

Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and 

Jerusalem), by tampering with the Original 

Creed of the Church, and considering 

himself to be infallible. Thus your church 

is 1,000 years old.  

If you are Orthodox Christian, your religion was founded 

in the year 33 by Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

It has not changed since that time. Our church is now 

almost 2,000 years old.  

And it is for this reason that Orthodoxy, the Church of the 

Apostles and the Fathers is considered the true "One Holy 

Catholic and Apostolic Church".  

By Rev. Dr. Miltiades Efhimiou 
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St. Andrew Community News, December 2009... 

St. Andrew Teen Choir visi t Arl ington Gardens Care Facil i ty... 
By Elizabeth Beck 

Nativity is always such a wonderful opportunity to 
give to those who cannot give back, or at least not in 
the same way.  St. Andrew Teen Choir experienced 
such a moment on Saturday, December 12, when they 
visited Arlington Gardens Care Facility in Riverside. 

Although the day was extremely inclement (pouring 
rain to be exact!), our teen choir came together at 
Mrs. Beck's for a tasty luncheon provided by several 
mothers, and a gift exchange. With the help of several 
parents (big thanks!) the choir was transported to 
the nursing home. 

The choir sang beautifully to about 5 or 6 dear ones 
who tapped their hands on their laps, or just smiled 
and sometimes sang along.  Then, while Victoria, 
Anastasia, Basil and Mrs. Beck played Christmas 
carol duets, and Blake a Chopin Nocturne for the 
residents in the piano room, Mrs. Roum led the rest of 
the choir around the halls to carol to people who were 
in their beds, including 103-year-old Carrie, who is 

still very sharp mentally. 

Though our focus was to minister to our dear little 
Orthodox sister, Anastasia, all of the residents were 
truly blessed!  Maya was encouraging one man in 
Spanish. (He loved singing "Feliz Navidad" with us!) 
Pat, the lady in pink, assured us that is was "her 
pleasure" to have us singing there. Anastasia 
expressed her sheer wonderment--"This was such a 
surprise...I just love those children singing...and the 
music, the music!" 

Please pray for Anastasia, who has had a couple of 
strokes, and is in and out of dementia.  But on this 
rainy day, her face radiated the joy and full 
understanding of the special blessing the teen choir 
had been to her.  Equally as radiant was the face of 
one our teen girls who smiled and said, "I'm so glad 
we came here!" Almsgiving is to those who cannot 
repay us, except in their beautiful expressions of 
thanks and delight for our presence. 


