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Dear St. Andrew Parishioners 

Blessings and best wishes for a peaceful and prayerful 2009! It is my sincere wish 

that this year finds each of our people in greater spiritual health. What is a 

standard by which to judge the health of a parish as a whole? How can we know if 

a parish is healthy before the Lord's eyes? Our Bishop JOSEPH has spoken to us 

in His Grace's last few episcopal visitations to our parish about being a healthy 

parish. What do we mean by this? 

One of the ways we can know that a parish is healthy is that a healthy parish 

keeps the feasts of the Church. The Great Feasts of the Church Year are an 

expression of the Lord God's own priorities for us. Each of us has many goals and 

aspirations for the year 2009. The Lord God also has goals and aspirations for us. 

The Almighty has priorities for us, and these priorities are to join Him in the 

company of the saints and angels in celebrating His mighty acts and wondrous 

works as expressed in the Great Feasts of the Church.  

Whenever one of our parishioners is considering moving away I tell them to make 

sure that they only move where there is a healthy parish community. Invariably 

they ask, "How will I know Father?" I also answer by saying, "Look at their 

parish calendar." If a parish keeps the feasts, and does not ignore the Lord's sacred 

summons into His presence on Theophany, Ascension, Transfiguration, etc. then 

we have a good indication that this is a praying people, 

and a people concerned with fulfilling the Lord's 

priorities.  If a parish only gathers on Sundays this is a 

very bad sign. We are not a Sunday only folk as certain 

anti-church calendar Christians are. The people of God 

have never been a Sunday only folk. In the Old 

Covenant our forebears worshipped every Sabbath day 

in the synagogue, AND celebrated the Great Feasts of 

the Old Covenant: Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles, 

Hanukah, Purim, etc. We Christians of God's New 

Covenant do the same- we gather on each Lord's Day 

(Sunday) and we gather to celebrate the Great Feasts of 

our salvation that fall on days other than Sundays.  

This is the sacred rhythm. This is the way to be an 

evangelized and evangelizing people. Attached in this 

newsletter is a copy of the Great Feasts for 2009! I 

encourage all of you to be healthy! Take the feasts and 

note them down in your planner and let us keep the 

feasts! 

With much paternal love 

Fr. Josiah 

St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 
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GREAT FEASTS OF 2009 
Holy Days - Mark Your Calendars! 

Presentation of the Lord in the Temple             February 2 

 Services: Sunday Evening: 7 pm Vigil, Monday: 8 am Blessing of the Boys  

Pure Monday: Great Lent Begins              March 2 

Annunciation - Wednesday                March 25 

 Services: Tuesday Evening: 5 pm Vigil, 7pm Divine Liturgy  

Palm Sunday                     April 12 

 Childrenôs Choir Liturgy and Great Procession 

Holy Week                      April 13 -18 

Great and Holy Pascha                  April 19 

Glorious Ascension - Thursday               May 28 

 Services: Wednesday Evening 5 pm Vigil, 7pm Divine Liturgy  

Holy Pentecost                     June 7 

 Kneeling Vespers, 7 pm, Sunday Evening 

Holy Transfiguration - Thursday               August 6 

 Services: Wednesday Evening: 5 pm Vigil & Blessing of the Grapes, 7pm Divine Liturgy  

Dormition of the Holy Theotokos - Saturday           August 15 

 Services: Friday Evening: 5 pm Vigil, 6:45 pm Lamentations, 7pm Divine Liturgy  

Nativity of the Theotokos - Tuesday              September 8 

 Services: Monday Evening: 5 pm Vigil, 7pm Divine Liturgy  

Exaltation of the Precious Cross - Monday           September 14 

 Services: Sunday Evening: 7 pm Vigil, Monday Morning: 8 am Divine Liturgy  

Presentation of the Theotokos in the Temple - Saturday       November 21 

 Services: Friday  Evening: 5 pm Vigil & Blessing of the Girls, 7pm Divine Liturgy  

Patronal Feast of the Holy Apostle Andrew - Monday         November 30 

 Services: Sunday Evening: 7 pm Vigil, Monday Morning: 9 am Divine Liturgy, Banquet TBA 

Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ - Friday        December 25 

 Services: Thursday Night: 10:30 pm Orthros, 11:30 pm Divine Liturgy, Feast to Follow  
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St. Andrew Community News... 

His Grace Bishop BASIL will be visiting our parish and celebrating the 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with us on Sunday, January 11, before he 

travels next week with Fr. Josiah to England for their annual pilgrimage 

to the St. John the Baptist Monastery and tomb of Archimandrite 

Sophrony in Essex, England. 

Also this Sunday, we will hold our Annual Meeting of the Parish  
following the Divine Liturgy. Please arrange to attend, and to hear 

updates on the building project, to participate in the election of several 

new parish council members, and to review and approve the 2009 budget. 

2008 Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 

Youth Choir (right), directed by 
Elizabeth Beck and Childrenôs 
Choir and Christmas Play (below), 
directed by Regina Roum. 

His Grace Bishop BASIL visits St. Andrew... 


