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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, One God. Amen.  All glory to our Sweetest Lord Jesus Christ 

Who has called all of us into His Kingdom and has given us the great gift of life 

in His Church, His holy body.  We are the most blessed of men, and it is with 

great joy that I review the year 2007 in the life of St. Andrew Parish.   

 

The Past Year / 2007 

 

HOLY BAPTISMS & CHRISMATIONS. The year 2007 was also significant as 

the year in which St. Andrew Parish received into Holy Orthodoxy 15 precious 

souls (12 baptism, 2 chrismation, 1 profession of faith), and added them to the 

ranks of the Church this last year. Great and Holy Saturday has become 

exquisitely beautiful for us the last few years, and it is my sincere prayer that this 

harvest continue. Several transfer families have also made St. Andrew their 

parish home this year. We have united in the Rite of Crowning the Hams and the 

Sheas.  Many Years!   

Beloved Parishioners of St. Andrew Church, 

The Lordôs blessing guard and protect each of you as we begin another year.   

The following is the text of the State of the Parish report I will be delivering during our 

Annual General Meeting, this Sunday, January 20, 2008.  Please review it and make 

note of any questions you may have.  Your presence at the meeting is very important. 

           With much love, your pastor, 

           Fr. Josiah 
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WORSHIP. Nothing is more central to our existence than the worship of the Holy Trinity.  This is the primary 

reason we have a parish.  We are a community of persons living in Jesus Christ and consecrated to the worship 

of the true God.  We have been created for God, to live with Him and to worship Him.  We actualize our 

potential as human beings when we worship God. Especially noteworthy this year is the great growth of our 

parish choirs. The Lord be praised for all the new members and the harvest of talent for the worship of the 

Trinity!   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.  Joy and progress in the Christian life is rooted in the illumination of our souls, 

minds and bodies.  The darkness of ignorance is a great enemy of love and salvation.  To understand the 

Orthodox faith is to love it.  If we want to grow in our love for God and find in ourselves greater peace and 

contentment we must understand our faith, with our minds and with more than our minds- with our whole 

beings.  We must educate ourselves.  The ministry of Christian Education in our parish takes place through a 

number of avenues including:  Sunday and Festal homilies, Sunday School, Wednesday Family Nights for 

adults and the PATH for children, Saturday catechism, the yearly St. Andrew Orthodoxy Conference at the 

time of our patronal feast, and the St. Andrew Bookstore.  All of these ministries have been active during 

2007. We also should mention the most excellent lecture by Father Luke Veronis at our St. Andrew Banquet. 

His presentation on the ñResurrection of the Church in Albaniaò was the most moving St. Andrew Day 

presentation we have ever had.  

 I encourage everyone to continue to make the task of furthering your Christian education a matter of 

personal priority, and to take full advantage of the ministries of St. Andrew in these ways. The tremendous 

ministry of our church school superintendent, Dr. Tamela Yelland, has continued this year. Our parish council 

this year arranged for a construction trailer to be leased, and provide more room for the growing Sunday 

School. I encourage all parents to take a more active role in supporting the Sunday School, in preparing your 

children for Sunday School and reviewing with them after class, and especially in monitoring the children on 

the church campus.   

 This fall we also continued the St. Andrew Friday School program, under the leadership of Mrs.Elizabeth 

Beck. This Friday School has been enhanced this year with the teaching ministry of Fr. Timothy Pavlatos of 

St. Elias Church, San Bernardino, whose children attend the Friday school and Father himself prays with and 

teaches the youth on Friday mornings.  

INQUIRERS-SEEKERS, CATECHUMENS, & OUTREACH.  2007 has been active in the area of new 

members, catechumens and inquirers.  Becoming an Orthodox Christian is not a simple process, nor quickly 

done.  It is an engaging personal and dogmatic re-orientation that takes active and regular involvement on the 

part of the one converting together with serious catechesis and parish support.  We presently have 32 

catechumens being prepared to be received into Holy Orthodoxy.  

 I am so proud of all of our parishioners who take such an active interest in our visitors. It should be 

obvious to you that such a number of catechumens cannot be properly taken care simply by the pastor.  I give 

the basic catechesis, and I have been very actively helped again this year by a team of lay-catechists, headed 

up by our Dr. Brian Jackson. These lay-catechists have provided valuable instruction to our catechumens and 

inquirers on Sundays during the 2nd ½ of the Holy Liturgy following the dismissal of the catechumens.  I 

depend on you, brothers and sisters, to give the hospitality, the love and care, the practical instructions and 

guidance on life in the church, the friendship, the offer of godparenthood/sponsorship, and ultimately the 

faithful example of pious Orthodox Christianity that enables our inquirers and catechumens to visualize Holy 

Orthodoxy, not just as an idea, but as a real faith that can be lived with integrity in the 21st century.   Outreach 

and evangelism is a significant part of the Lord Godôs agenda for St. Andrew Church.  Please ask how you can 

be a part and join with me in thanking God for this nice group of beautiful souls new to the Church.  And be 

prepared for Great and Holy Saturday, April 26th. God bless all the parents who have borne new children for 
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Godôs family!  And our pregnant ladies!  The great apologetic for the faith in our midst is the love that the 

Lord has produced inside of us for one another.   

 ñBy this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one anotherò (St. John 13:35). 

   The conscientious commitment of each member of St. Andrew Church to be involved in each otherôs lives, 

to spend time together following the Divine Liturgy at our agape meal, and to welcome new visitors and new 

members to the parish is a hallmark of this parish.  The many parish banquets sponsored by both our Ladies 

and Menôs Societies have provided much important time for us all to be together as a family.       

BUILDING PROJECT AND CHURCH FINANCES. We have been in our St. Andrew Hall for approximately 

5 years and 5 months (1st liturgy Aug. 25th, 2002).  We have before us the construction of our Church Temple. 

At the Annual Meeting you will hear from our parish treasurer, Mr. Gordon Trendt, our parish council 

chairman, Mr. Polycarp Anderson, and the chairman of our Building Committee, Mr. Saba Saba, about the 

details of our church budget and progress in our building plans.   

 More of our parishioners have this year arisen to faithfully tithe (that is give 10% of their income to the 

church every month) and carry far more than a ñfair shareò of the financial responsibilities of the parish. The 

size of the average stewardship promise has increased significantly for the 10th year in a row. I hope that this 

pious trend will continue and that this year more of our families will trust God and start tithing. 2007 was a 

very fruitful year financially in which we were not able to meet the growing demands of the cost of our 

ministries, but also to repay our $40,000 loan that we took last year from the Building Fund.   

 I ask the Lordôs blessing upon my diligent co-workers in this vineyard, particularly our faithful parish 

council members. Dr. Tamela Yelland, Mr. Gordon Trendt, and Mr. Kent Joris are all completing their three-

year terms of service, and have served so excellently on behalf of the parish. Special appreciation is also sent 

to our Building Chairman, Mr. Saba Saba, who has engaged with vigor and faithfulness the great task before 

us of building a temple to the glory of the Lord.   

 I love you all, and send my pastoral blessing to your home, asking the Lord God to bless, succor, aid, 

encourage, and account you worthy of His blessing in 2008 and of His heavenly kingdom. 

 

  Given for the Annual Meeting, Jan. 20th , 2008 by  

  Father Josiah Trenham, Pastor 

Remember that to be eligible to vote at the General Meeting, 

you must have fulfilled your 2007 stewardship promise and 

submitted a 2008 Pledge Card before the meeting. 

 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET SUBMITTED A 2008 

STEWARDSHIP PROMISE, PLEDGE CARDS WILL BE 

AVAILABLE AT THE MEETING  
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2008 Pledge Status 

General Fund Pledging Units 

Thank you to all the members who have mailed in their 2008 pledge cards.  We are still short of our goal.  If you have 

not yet filled out a pledge card for 2008, please do so today.  If you have pledged and you donôt see your name below, 

please see Kent Joris so we can correct our records.  Thank you and may God bless you abundantly. 

ñHe who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for god loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make 

all grace abound toward you, that you may have an abundance for every good work. 

3 Corinthians 9:6-8 

1. Abesadze, Bacho & Nino 

2. Alavizos, Jason 

3. Alcala, Ben & Esther 

4. Anderson, Polycarp & Marquelle 

5. Araya, Zaid 

6. Baker, Michael & Jenny 

7. Ball, Warren & Barbara 

8. Bannowsky, Irene 

9. Barron, Greg & Vivian 

10. Barry, Sharon 

11. Beck, Jordan 

12. Beck, Kirk & Elizabeth 

13. Bernard, Gina 

14. Bernard, Martin 

15. Chondropoulos, John & Maria 

16. Chondropoulos, Nick & Julia 

17. Clark, Matt 

18. Claypool, Mike & Mary 

19. Dabbour, Khalil & Agnes 

20. Daruty, Joe & Goldie 

21. Dolenar, Richard & Carol 

22. Dome, Michael & Maria 

23. Dulos, Ron 

24. Dutra, Xenia 

25. Fang, Dawn 

26. Gearhart, Marcy 

27. Gedney, Janice 

28. Gernertt, Brian 

29. Gonzalez-Aden, Chris & Christy 

30. Hadweh, Foud & Nelly 

31. Ham, Thomas & Maria 

32. Hammers, John & Denise 

33. Hanna, Lucy 

34. Hanson, Patricia 

35. Henderson, James & Dorothy 

36. Hensley, Matthew & Tammy 

37. Hensley, Michael & Amaly 

38. Hensley, Sandra 

39. Howerter, Olga 

40. Jackson, Brian & Shawna 

41. Jacobs, Doug 

42. Joris, Kent & Cindy 

43. Keveanos, John 

44. Kislak, Nicholas & Vera 

45. Klocek, Jerald 

46. Krammes, Barry & Beth 

47. Layoun, Rdr. Elie & Alice 

48. Morcos, Sami 

49. OôBrien, Daniel 

50. OôBrien, Ann 

51. Ounanian, Loni 

52. Roum, Jim & Regina 

53. Ruben, George & Sonia 

54. Saba, Ramzi & Samar 

55. Saba, Saba & Shirley 

56. Saiid, Simon & Jozian 

57. Sammons, Kent & Jayna 

58. Seguias, Oscar & Maya 

59. Silversmith, Michael & Agape 

60. Simpson, Jason & Lauren 

61. Small, Michael 

62. Spiridon-Panayotu, Theodosis 

63. Stevens, Teri 

64. Stoyas, John & Laura 

65. Stoyas, Wilma 

66. Thomazin, Rdr.  Glen & Christina 

67. Trendt, Gordon & Dina 

68. Trenham, Leigh 

69. Wang, Peter & Cristina 

70. Wright, Tom & Cynthia 

71. Yelland, Tamela 

72. Younes, George & Christina 
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On Saturday, December 15, 2007, the 

parishioners of St. Andrew Church held a 

Christmas open house to meet our  neighbors 

around the Church and invite them to share in 

our joy and see our plans for the building of our 

new temple for the glory of God.  The new 

Temple plans were posted on the north wall for 

our guests to see and ask any questions if any.   

St. Andrew Community News... 

Neighborhood Christmas Open House...  

The event began with the Junior Choir 

singing a few selections under the direction 

of our junior Choir director, Elizabeth Beck. 

Do the ladies of St. Andrew know 

how to put on a spread or what?  

And Lenten too?  Good job ladies!  

Way to go!  Saba and George seem 

to agree! 

Looks like the singing 

made the youth hungry!  

Here go the boys! 

And here go the girls!   


