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Dear Parishioners 

Blessings of the Lord!  

Those who were in the darkness of the 

shadow of death, enslaved to the evil one, 

tyrannized by the demons, worshippers of 

idols, venerators of the creature 

instead of the Creator, torn persons, ripped 

human beings, upside down with our 

flesh dominating our spirits, shamed, 

grieved, fearful, powerless, hopeless, 

alienated from the life of God, enemies, 

under the wrath of the Lord, awaiting a 

frightful judgment and the undying worm, 

the unquenchable fire, and the whole 

force of justice pressing down upon us 

demanding that we be discarded upon the 

cosmic trash dump called Gehenna...and 

then in the black night... 

The star moved in the heavens, the angelic 

choirs appeared, the shepherds stood in awe, 

the magi-kings bowed low in adoration and 

unspeakable wonder, the cave opened, and 

the animals hovered because the unthinkable 

had taken place. He who fashioned the 

world from nothing, Who upheld the entire 

universe by the word of His power, was seen 

nursing on the breast of the Holy Virgin- 

God the infant. God the child. The 

Theanthropos- the God-Man. Everything 

changed that first Christmas night. Jesus has 

changed everything. "If any man is in Christ, 

behold, a new creation. The old things have 

passed away. Behold the new have 

come." 2 Cor. 5:17 ... God has become man, 

the chasm bridged, the mediation 

effected, righteousness perfected and 

modeled on the earth, death slain, the devil 

defeated, sin atoned for, the curse annulled, 

Hades destroyed, Christ resurrected, 

the God-man ascended, Paradise opened, 

human flesh enthroned in heaven, the 

throne of David occupied, the Kingdom 

established, the demons trampled, and 

man dignified. God is with us! Understand 

a l l  ye  n a t i on s  a n d  su b m i t 

yourselves! 

The Great Mystery of the Birth of Christ. 

Listen to the words of St. Nikolai 

Velimirovich, who labored in America, 

"The only-begotten Son of God, brethren, 

bego t ten  in  e te rn i t y o f  the 

Father without a mother, was born in time 

of a mother without a father. That first 

begetting is an unfathomable mystery of 

the Holy Trinity in eternity; and the 

second is the unfathomable mystery of 

God's power and love for mankind in 

time. The greatest mystery in time 

corresponds to the greatest mystery in 

eternity. Without entering into this greatest 

mystery with the small taper of our 

understanding, let us be content, brethren, 

with the knowledge that our salvation 

had its origin not from man or from earth, 

but from the greatest heights of the 

divine invisible world. So great is God's 

mercy, and so great is the dignity of 

man,  that the Son of God Himself came 

down from eternity into time, from heaven 

to earth, from the throne of glory to the 

shepherd's cave, solely to save mankind, to 

cleanse men from sin and to return them to 

Paradise. I came forth from the 

Father, where I had everything, and am 

come into the world, which cannot give 

Me anything. The Lord was born in a cave 

to show the whole world is one dark 

cave, which He alone can illumine." 

This, my parishioners dear to Christ, is 

why we will gather in the middle of the 

night and in the thick darkness and cold to 

join the angelic chorus in hymning the 

birth in the flesh of our Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. May the Lord God grant you 

all to be worthy to be in that chorus. 

With much love, 

Fr Josiah 
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