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Parishioners of St. Andrew, Dear to Christ, 

The Lord's blessing be with each of you, and best wishes for a peaceful conclusion to 

the Advent Fast and a joyful celebration of the Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  

St. Matthew the Evangelist records the birth of our Savior in the 1st chapter of his 

Gospel explaining that the Lord's birth is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah that 

a virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and He will be called "Emmanuel" 

which translated means "God with us."  

God with us. This is the amazing miracle we celebrate at this time of year. Not just the 

coming among us of a great teacher, a great advocate for the poor, or a revolutionary 

for justice. We celebrate the birth of God in the flesh. This miracle transcends the 

capacity of human comprehension, and can only be responded to in one of two ways- 

by the awe-inspired worship of the angels and shepherds who sang "Glory to God in 

the highest and on earth peace!" or by the demon-inspired opposition of Herod who in 

vain sought to squelch the life of the newborn Christ.  

God with us. This miracle of Christmas continues as St. Matthew's theme and is found 

in the very conclusion of his record, in the last chapter of the Gospel. There our Lord, 

just prior to His glorious Ascension into heaven, commissions His Church to preach 

the Gospel to the entire creation, to 

baptize the entire human race, to 

teach them to observe His 

commandments and then proclaims, 

"And lo! I am with you always, even 

unto the end of the age."  

God is with us. Not just for a 

moment, or even for Jesus' 33 earthly 

years, but ALWAYS and for all 

eternity.  

That, beloved, is something not only 

worth celebrating at midnight this 

Christmas (yes! put an end to the 

tyranny of sleep and express in your 

attendance at liturgy in the middle of 

the night that Christ's birth has 

overturned everything in this fallen 

world!), but worth our adoration each 

day of our lives.  

May the Lord grant to all of our 

parish families a brilliant Nativity 

celebration.  

Fr Josiah 

St. Andrew Orthodox Church - Riverside, CA 

The icon of St. Andrew beautifully decorated by our 

own Khouriyeh Catherine for the Feast of our 

Patron Saint, November 30, 2008 
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имϸϮвТ ̪ ϸЮм ϱтЂвЮϜ !  

Christ is born, Glorify Him! 

Today Christ is born in Bethlehem of the Virgin, and the Word is made flesh. 

The powers of Heaven rejoice, The earth and her people are jubilant; 

The wise men bring gifts to the Lord, the shepherds marvel at the One who is born; 

And we sing without ceasing:  Glory to God in the Highest, 

and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
é..from Christmas Matins 

 

 
 

"Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 

Best wishes for a glorious Nativity Feast 

And a blessed New Year 

Translation: 
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