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Dear and Pious Parishioners, 

Blessings and best wishes for the completion of Great Lent, a sublime Holy Week, and a 

radiant celebration of Holy Pascha.  

If Lent is the holy time of the year, then Holy Week is the Holy of Holies. We complete 

Great Lent on Friday, April 18th, celebrate the raising of Lazarus and Palm Sunday on 

April 19-20, and then, laying aside all earthly cares and even a focus on our own 

repentance, we enter into the final week of our Savior's Holy Passion. We stand with Him 

in his agony in Gethsemane. We sit with Him at the Mystical Table on Great Thursday. 

We weep with Him at the foot of His Precious and Life-Giving Cross. We mourn over 

Him at His tomb. We baptize into Him on Great Saturday as we participate in the 

plundering of Hades and the "robbing" of the strong man's house. And on Great and Holy 

Pascha we are raised with Him and celebrate His all-holy Resurrection from the Dead.  

As we approach these sublime days I assure you of my prayers. I stretch out my hands to 

each of you to steady you as we experience the death of the Son of God and His mighty 

Triumph. 

With great anticipation,  I remain,  

Your pastor 

Fr Josiah 

In anticipation of the Great Feast of Feasts, the Feast of the Resurrection of our 

Lord, blessings, much love and prayerful best wishes to you for a glorious Pascha. 

Arabic:  Al -Masseeh qahm!  Haqqan qahm! 

Eritrean: Christos tensiou!  Bahake tensiou! 

Ethiopian: Christos tôensah emômuhtan! Exaiôab-her eokala! 

French:  Le Christ est ressuscite!  En verite il est ressuscite! 

Georgian: Kriste ahzdkhah!  Chezdmaridet! 

Greek:  Christos anesti!  Alithos anesti! 

Romanian: Cristos a inviat!  Adeverat a inviat! 

Russian: Khristos voskrese!  Voistinu voskrese! 

Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado!  En verdad ha resucitado! 

 

Please note that the Russian, Serbian and Ukranian versions are very similar. 
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W 
hen examining the Orthodox understanding of 

the experiences of the soul after its departure 

from the body, and especially of the nature of 

the cleansing to which it may be subject, we may ask 

whether the Orthodox teaching on this matter differs in any 

way from the Roman Catholic teaching.  

In fact, it does differ, and in important ways. Obviously, 

there is much in common, as both the Orthodox and Roman 

Catholics hold that the souls of the departed can be aided 

by the prayers of the Church, and that their sins may be 

forgiven, even after death. But as is generally 

known, the Roman Catholic teaching speaks 

of a place called Purgatory, a word not used 

by the Orthodox. And while some 

correspondence can be found between the 

Orthodox teaching on the soul after death and 

the Roman Catholic teaching regarding 

Purgatory, there are substantial points of 

disagreement. In particular, there are three 

characteristics of the traditional Roman 

Catholic teaching on Purgatory to which the 

Orthodox object.  

Firstly, the Orthodox do not acknowledge the 

existence of some third place, which is different from 

heaven and from hell/hades. As we have seen, it is possible 

for souls to remain on earth for a time after death before 

being brought before God, or even to abide in hades for a 

duration, until they find release through the mercy of God. 

But there is no third place to which are sent those presently 

unfit for heaven, yet not wholly unrepentant and so 

destined for eternal punishment. Roman Catholic teaching, 

which has at times tended to think of heaven and hell as 

finished and completed states, expressly asserts a belief in 

such a place.ĭ 

Secondly, according to the same teaching, this third place 

is characterized by a temporal and material fire in which 

the souls of the departed suffer expiatory punishment. The 

Orthodox know of no such fire. Any reference to a fire in 

which souls are tormented is a reference to the everlasting 

fire of Gehenna, into which the damned will depart at the 

Last Judgment (v. Matt. xxv 41).  

And thirdly, the Orthodox object to the 

traditional Roman Catholic understanding of 

the division between guilt and temporal 

punishment. According to their teaching, the 

forgiveness of a sin entails the removal of the 

guilt for the sin (reatus culpae), but not the 

removal of the punishment for the sin (reatus 

poenae). With the sin forgiven, the sinner may 

be freed from eternal punishment, but he must 

still suffer a temporal retribution. Hence arose 

the doctrine and system of indulgences in the 

Roman Catholic church; indulgences remit 

temporal punishment. But if the sinner did not 

suffer in this life by means of penance, or did not acquire a 

sufficient indulgence, then he would have to suffer in 

purgatory, so that Godôs justice might be satisfied. The 

Orthodox however, reject the division between guilt and 

temporal punishment. If a sin is forgiven by God, and so 

the guilt removed, then any liability to punishment, 

whether temporal or eternal, is likewise removed.Į Ç 

Appendix III ï The Latin Doctrine of 

Purgatory 
By Subdeacon Joshua Armitage 

ĭAt least, it has informally, if not strictly dogmatically. While the new Catechism of the Catholic Church (Æ 1030-1032) does not 

define Purgatory as a óplaceô, and so shows a reticent in describing the nature of Purgatory, the Roman Catholics seem to have been 

emphatic about the nature of Purgatory as a separate place in past discussions with the Orthodox, such as at Florence, where St. Mark 

of Ephesus refuted the Roman Catholic doctrine. Of course, if there is a cleansing fire (and the Catechism is specific about this), then 

there must be some óplaceô in which that fire exists ï a place separate from both heaven and hell. 

Į Of course, the Orthodox do admit that souls may undergo a process of purification, but this is not to be thought of in the same way 

as the Roman Catholic understanding of temporal punishment. As one author remarks: ñSomeone who dies in a state of genuine 

repentance, but who is in other aspects ill-prepared to come face to face with God, may well require to undergo purification after his 

death, and this purification may cause him suffering; but it makes no sense to say that he is undergoing punishment for the sins that 

God in his mercy has already forgiven.ò (Ware, Kallistos. ñOne Body in Christ: Death and the Communion of Saintsò, authorôs 

emphasis). 

ñ...it is possible 

for souls to 

remain on earth 

for a time after 

death before 

being brought 

before Godéò 
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I 
t was perhaps the greatest liturgical celebration of the 

Sunday of Orthodoxy Southern California had ever 

seen. More than 1,000 Orthodox Christians 

commemorated the restoration of the holy icons without 

paying attention to jurisdictional background, restoringðif 

only temporarilyða union given from God on high to His 

Holy Church between Him, His saints depicted in the icons 

and His people on earth. Four canonical Orthodox Christian 

bishops concelebrated the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for 

the first time ever: His Eminence, Metropolitan 

GERASIMOS of the Greek Orthodox Christian Metropolis 

of San Francisco and the West; His Grace, Bishop JOSEPH 

of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Diocese of Los 

Angeles and the West; His Grace, Bishop MAXIM of the 

Serbian Orthodox Christian Diocese of Western America; 

and His Grace, Bishop BENJAMIN of the Orthodox 

Church in Americaôs Diocese of the West. Joining them 

were their Southern California cathedral deans, the Very 

Rev. Fathers John Bakas (host priest on Sunday morning), 

Michel Najim, Nicholas Ceko and Michael Senyo (host 

priest on Saturday morning). They served in brotherly 

fellowship around the holy altar, rising above cultural, 

linguistic or any other man-made divisions. 

It took a year of dialogue and planning among the four 

bishops and their cathedral deans to see this historic 

weekend come to fruition. On Saturday, March 15, 2008, 

they gathered with other clergy and faithful at Holy Virgin 

Mary Russian Orthodox Christian Cathedral in Los 

Angeles, California. Vladyka BENJAMIN celebrated the 

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for the First 

Saturday of Great Lent, which commemorates the Miracle 

of the Kollyva (Boiled Wheat) wrought by St. Theodore the 

Soldier. Following the Liturgy, the hierarchs dined together 

at a local restaurant to finalize details for the unprecedented 

Liturgy they would concelebrate the next morning. 

St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Christian Cathedral in Los 

Angeles graciously hosted the filled-to-capacity gathering 

of Sunday, March 16, 2008, with nearly everybody bearing 

an icon to commemorate the Churchôs overcoming of the 

iconoclast heresy on the First Sunday of Great Lent in 843, 

known also as the ñTriumph of Orthodoxy.ò In the ninth 

century, Empress Theodora and her young son Michael 

restored the holy images to the Church in Constantinople, 

after a period of iconic destruction and desecration by those 

who did not fully comprehend a God revealed to humanity 

in the flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, Who was 

physically present with His people as they saw and touched 

Him. Thus, the restoration of the holy images means the 

Church can see her Savior, His Holy Mother and Saints so 

it can see the salvation and transformation of her people. 

Dhespota GERASIMOS focused on this subject in his 

sermon. He acknowledged that the old iconoclast 

controversies are over, but a new one has emerged. ñThis 

desecrates icons of Christ not made of wood or paint, but 

by neglecting the most vulnerable members of society,ò he 

said, describing the poor, the abandoned and the abused 

who are viciously treated. ñGod has entrusted unto us our 

brothers and sisters as óliving iconsô who are to be carried 

with reverence. St. John Chrysostom reminds us that we 

cannot clothe ourselves with silk when others outside have 

no clothes.ò His Eminence reminded the gathering that the 

holy icons show a world transformed and without sin, and 

we are to join this world. He added that the ñnew 

iconoclasmò is ignoring the transformation from sin, not 

realizing the good of the created world. ñLook deep into the 

icon with compassion so that we can be transformed,ò 

Dhespota said. ñThus, we can restore the holy images all 

around usðthose who are in needðin acts of love, mercy 

and patience, thus healing our world.ò 

Following the sermon, the bishops, priests, deacons, 

subdeacons and altar servers processed around the cathedral 

bearing icons, stopping in all four corners in the traditional 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Canonical Hierarchs in the West Coast Concelebrate the Sunday of Orthodoxy 
March 15-16, 2008 

Los Angeles, California 

 By Subdeacon Peter Samore, St. Nicholas Cathedral, Los Angeles 

The four bishops reciting the Profession of Faith 
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Sunday of Orthodoxy procession. The priests offered 

prayerful petitions for Godôs continued mercy on the clergy 

and the people, those who are living and those who are 

asleep in the Lord. The multi-parish choir, under the 

direction of St. Sophia choir director Connie Callinicos, 

sang the apolytikion of the Sunday of Orthodoxy (ñWe 

venerate Thy pure imageò) at each stop, and the entire 

congregation sang ñLord, have mercyò in one voice in 

response to each petition. Then, as the procession 

culminated on the solea in front of the iconostasis, the four 

bishops recited ñThe Synodiconò, the profession of faith in 

unison with the clergy and people. 

The celebration was by no means over after the Divine 

Liturgy of St. Basil the Great. The bishops continued to 

inspire and teach this time focused on the youth. Vladyka 

BENJAMIN led a discussion and question-answer session 

in a jammed-packed classroom on the beautiful St. Sophia 

grounds. The questions ran the gamut, from Christian unity 

to icons to Great Lent to helping the teens live and know 

their Orthodox Christian faith. ñMake this faith your own,ò 

His Grace said. ñDonôt just go through the motions. 

Though it is important to know other peopleôs religions, we 

have to be most informed about our Orthodox faith so that 

we can share it with others.ò Vladyka reminded the teens 

that the Orthodox Church possesses the fullness of the faith 

as witnessed in its history, its dogma, its saints and its 

traditions. ñOther churches use the Bible, but they do so 

without the Tradition behind it,ò His Grace said. ñWe use 

the Bible in the way that the Church Fathers gave it to us. 

The Bible is an Orthodox Christian book.ò 

After the clergy and congregation finished worship in 

Orthros and the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, the generous 

Lenten fare that followed, and the fruitful youth discussion 

that capped off the dayôs events, no one realized that it was 

already 2:30 in the afternoon! The long day hardly had any 

impact on everyoneôs energy levels, because they were too 

overjoyed to be a part of an historical, spiritually rewarding 

and uplifting dayðone that truly cannot be missed in the 

future. We are thankful to Almighty God that He erased our 

divisions to unite His hierarchs: His Eminence, 

Metropolitan GERASIMOS; His Grace, Bishop JOSEPH; 

His Grace, Bishop MAXIM; and His Grace, Bishop 

BENJAMIN; and we are thankful for their efforts to bring 

the clergy and faithful together as we honor and love one 

another as images of Christ in our own modern-day 

ñTriumph of Orthodoxy.ò 

(Continued from page 3) 

Please Save the Date 

October 25-26, 2008 

For the Consecration of the rebuilt sanctuary of the Antiochian Orthodox 

Church of the Redeemer, Los Altos Hills, CA 

Saturday October 25, 2008  

Morning: presentation and Church tour 

On the Orthodox Church at 10:00A.M. by the Very Reverend Peter Gilquist, Director of Missions and Evangelism 

for the Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 

Evening: Vespers @ 5:00 and Grand Banquet and Hafli 

Hyatt Regency Santa Clara-Sunday October 26, 2008 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and Consecration with 

His Grace the Rt. Rev. Bishop JOSEPH  

 

Rooms are available at the Hyatt Regency Santa Clara at the group rate of $109/night. Please contact the hotel 

reservation department directly at (800)233-1234 and specify that you are part of the Orthodox Church of the Redeemer. 

 

More information to come.  

Rev. Fr. Samer Youssef, Pastor 

Office: 650-941-1570 

www.orthodoxredeemer.org 
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St. Andrew Community News... 

On Saturday, March 8, 2008, the Parish of St. Andrew 

held their annual Catechumensô Dinner following Great 

Vespers.  As always, there was no shortage of delicious 

Lenten food!  Following the dinner, the catechumens 

introduced themselves, and gave us a brief history of 

their background, how they came to find out about 

Orthodoxy and St. Andrew Church.  One thing was the 

most common in all their accounts:  it was through 

another parishioner of St. Andrew Church.  Way to go 

St. Andrew people!  

Please pray for the following Catechumens who are 

enrolled to be received into Holy Orthodoxy on Great 

and Holy Saturday, April 26. 

1. Anna Brianna Bakke 

2. Mary Crumpler 

3. Parascevi  Fang 

4. Brian Gernertt 

5. Destiny Gernertt 

6. Augustine Henkes 

7. Genevieve Henkes 

8. Raphael Henkes 

9. Ashlyn Henkes 

10. Andreanna May 

11. Alexandra May 

12. Antonia Ounanian 

13. Kent Sammons 

14. Theodosia Sammons 

15. Alexander Sammons 

16. Marina Sammons 

17. Peter Sammons 

18. Catherine Sammons 

19. Jason Simpson 

20. Anna Lauren Simpson 

21. Hannah Simpson 

22. James Simpson 

23. Brigid Tracy Trenham 

24. Teri Drean 

Prayer for Catechumens  

 O Lord our God, Who dwellest on high and regardest the humble of heart; 

who hast sent forth as the salvation of the race of men Thine Only-begotten 

Son and God, our Lord Jesus Christ:  Look down upon Thy servants the 

catechumens (NN.), who bow their necks before Thee;  make them worthy 

in due season of the laver of regeneration, the remission of sins, and the 

robe of incorruption.  Unite them to Thy holy, catholic, and apostolic 

Church, and number them with Thine elect flock: that with us they may 

glorify Thine all-honorable and majestic Name: of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  


