
 V. Rev. Josiah Trenham, Pastor 
Church Phone (951) 369-0309 ● Fax (951)  369-6609 

For information and schedule of services, go to www.Saintandrew.net 

To submit articles contact Lucy Hanna, editor, at lucy.hanna@sbcglobal.net  

Volume 23 Issue  4 
April 2014 

A Publication of St. Andrew Orthodox Church 
4700 Canyon Crest Drive, Riverside, California 92507 

Dear and Pious Parishioners, 

Blessings and best wishes for a sublime Holy Week, and a radiant celebration of Holy Pascha. 

If Lent is the holy time of the year, then Holy Week is the Holy of Holies. Laying aside all earthly cares and 

even a focus on our own repentance, we enter into the final week of our Savior's Holy Passion. We stand with 

Him in his agony in Gethsemane. We sit with Him at the Mystical Table on Great Thursday. We weep with 

Him at the foot of His Precious and Life-Giving Cross. We mourn over Him at His tomb. We baptize into Him 

on Great Saturday as we participate in the plundering of Hades and the "robbing" of the strong man's house. 

And on Great and Holy Pascha we are raised with Him and celebrate His all-holy Resurrection from the Dead. 

As we experience these sublime days I assure you of my prayers. I stretch out my hands to each of you to 

steady you as we experience the death of the Son of God and His mighty Triumph. 

With great anticipation, I remain, 

Your pastor 

Fr Josiah 
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The Services of HOLY WEEK 

*In evening hours of Palm Sunday (April 13) and on the 

night of Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday (April 14 & 15) 

we gather to chant the beautiful service of the Bridegroom 

Orthros.  The service of these three nights is marked by 

the theme of anticipation: we wait in the night anticipating 

the arrival of the Bridegroom of the Church, Christ, who 

will be joined in mystical marriage to His bride, the 

Church, through His suffering and Resurrection.  Each 

night's hymns are marked by a unique theme.  On the 

night of Palm Sunday we remember the Holy Patriarch 

Joseph who serves as an Old Testament image of the 

sufferings of Christ, since Joseph suffered humbly and 

patiently in order to assure his family's eventual salvation.  

On this same night we also recall the fig tree 

that Christ cursed because of its bareness, 

a reminder that our lives must bear 

spiritual fruit.  On Holy Monday we 

remember the parable of the five wise 

and five foolish virgins.  The wise 

virgins who remained vigilant and 

watchful were ready to receive the 

bridegroom when he arrived in the middle 

of the night.  On Holy Tuesday we 

remember the repentant woman who 

anointed the head and feet of Jesus with 

costly ointment and wiped his feet with 

her hair.  Her devotion is contrasted with 

the treachery of Judas who plotted to 

betray Christ for his own monetary gain. 

*On Holy Wednesday (April 16) we offer the Sacrament 

of Holy Unction.  Having prepared ourselves for the 

celebration of Holy Thursday and Holy Pascha by 

repentance, and having made our Lenten confession, we 

come to be anointed with Holy Oil for the remission of 

sins and the healing of soul and body.  Please note that 

because this anointing is a Sacrament of the Church, only 

Orthodox Christians may receive it.  We should prepare 

for Holy Unction by fasting in the same manner that we 

prepare for an evening reception of Holy Communion. 

*On Holy Thursday morning (April 17) we celebrate a 

special Divine Liturgy at which we remember Christ's 

institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the 

night on which he was betrayed.  Traditionally, Orthodox 

Christians have regarded this as the most important 

occasion of the year on which to receive Holy 

Communion--this is the anniversary of the Last Supper.  

Everyone should make every effort to take a few hours 

away from work or school to celebrate this Liturgy and 

maintain the tradition of Holy Thursday Communion.  It is 

especially important that our children learn to practice 

these traditions from their earliest years.   

*Holy Thursday night brings us the most significant 

remembrance of Christ's Crucifixion.  This is the major 

service of Holy Friday--the service of the Passion 

Gospels.  Twelve Gospel passages are read, telling of all 

the events of Christ's Passion: his agony in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, his arrest, trial, and scourging, and finally 

his crucifixion and entombment.  The climax of 

this service occurs when the icon of the crucified 

Christ is brought out in procession and set in the 

midst of the church for our contemplation. 

*On Holy Friday morning (April 18) we have 

the service of the Royal Hours, a quiet service 

of Scripture readings and hymns reflecting 

on the profound mystery of the 

Crucifixion.  Following this service the 

church will remain open throughout the 

day on Holy Friday for any who wish to 

enter and pray. 

*On Holy Friday afternoon we 

conclude our commemoration of the 

Passion with the Vespers of Christ's 

Descent from the Cross.  At this service we recall the 

death of Christ after His suffering, and the removal of His 

body from the Cross and His burial by His righteous 

friends, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus.  The icon of 

Christ's body is solemnly removed from the cross after 

which we process with the icon of His burial, placing it in 

the tomb.  This is one of the most vivid and memorable 

services of all of Holy Week. 

*On Holy Friday night we return to the church for the 

service of the Lamentations Matins.  At this service we 

gather around the tomb of Christ to sing the Lamentations, 

beautiful hymns which reflect upon the profound mystery 

of the death of Christ and joyfully anticipate His victory 

over death.  This is one of the most well-known and best-

beloved services of Holy Week.  The service concludes 
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with a candlelight procession out into the night and back 

into the church, recalling the mystery of our own baptism 

into the death of Christ. 

*On Holy Saturday morning (April 19) we begin our 

celebration of the joy of Pascha with the ancient 

Baptismal Vigil Liturgy of the Church.  Recalling that 

even as His body lay in the tomb Christ was liberating the 

souls of the righteous from the bonds of Hades, we 

proclaim the victory of Divine Life over death.  It is at 

this service that laurel leaves are scattered throughout the 

church as a sign of Christ's triumph over death. 

*On Holy Saturday night the culmination of Holy Week 

comes with the Resurrection Service.  We enter the 

darkened church for a brief vigil, at the end of which we 

receive the new light of Christ's Resurrection.  We then 

exit the church into the night where our candles banish 

the darkness and the Resurrection is joyfully proclaimed.  

With celebratory hymns we re-enter the church for a 

joyous festive Matins and Divine Liturgy.  Following the 

Liturgy we share an early morning potluck feast. 

*On Holy Pascha (April 20) we return to the church for 

further celebration with the Agape ("Love") Vespers.  At 

this service the Gospel is proclaimed in as many 

languages as possible to manifest the universal nature of 

the good news of Christ's Resurrection.  

Christ is risen! 

Truly He is risen! 

Arabic: Al Messieh Qahm! Hakken Qahm! 

Greek: Christos anesti! Alithos anesti! 

Russian: Khristos voskrese! Voistinu voskrese!  

Romanian: Cristos a inviat! Adevarat a inviat! 

Eritrean-Tigre: Christos tensiou! Bahake tensiou! 

Ethiopian: Christos t'ensah em' muhtan! Exai' ab-her eokala! 

French: Le Christ est ressuscite! En verite il est ressuscite! 

Georgian: Kriste ahzdkhah! Chezdmaridet! 

German: Christus ist erstanden! Er ist wahrhaftig erstanden!  

Serbian: Cristos vaskres! Vaistinu vaskres! 

Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado! En verdad ha resucitado! 

 

Albanian: Khrishti unjal! Vertet unjal! 

Aleut: Khristus anahgrecum! Alhecum anahgrecum! 

Amharic: Kristos tenestwal! Bergit tenestwal! 

Anglo-Saxon: Crist aras! Crist sodhlice aras! 

Armenian: Kristos haryav ee merelotz! Orhnial eh   

  harootyunuh kristosee!  

Aroman: Hristolu unghia! Daleehira unghia! 

Athabascan: Xristosi banuytashtch'ey! Gheli banuy  

  tashtch'ey! 

Bulgarian: Hristos voskrese! Vo istina voskrese!  

Byelorussian: Khrystos uvaskros! Sapraudy uvaskros! 

Chinese: Helisituosi fuhuole! Queshi fuhuole! 

Czech: Kristus vstal a mrtvych! Opravdi vstoupil! 

Danish: Kristus er opstanden! I sandhed Han er Opstanden! 

Dutch: Christus is opgestaan! Ja, hij is waarlijk opgestaan!  

Estonian: Kristus on oolestoosunt! Toayestee on ool  

  estoosunt!  

Finnish: Kristus nousi kuolleista! Totisesti nousi! 

Gaelic: Kriost eirgim! Eirgim! 

Hawaiian: Ua ala hou `o Kristo! Ua ala `I `o no `oia! 

Hebrew: Ha Masheeha houh kam! A ken kam! Italian:  

  Cristo e' risorto! Veramente e' risorto! 

Japanese: Harisutosu Fukkatsu! Jitsu ni Fukkatsu! 

Korean: Kristo gesso! Buhar ha sho nay! 

Latin: Christus resurrexit! Vere resurrexit!  

Nigerian: Jesu Kristi ebiliwo! Ezia o' biliwo! 

Norwegian: Kristus er oppstanden! Han er sannelig   

  oppstanden!  

Polish: Khristus zmartvikstau! Zaiste zmartvikstau! 

Portugese: Cristo ressuscitou! Em verdade ressuscitou!  

Slovak: Kristus vstal zmr'tvych! Skutoc ne vstal! 

Swahili: Kristo amefufukka! Kweli Amefufukka!  

Swedish: Christus ar uppstanden! Han ar verkligen   

  uppstanden! 

Syriac: M'shee ho dkom! Ha koo qam! 

Tlingit: Xristos Kuxwoo-digoot! Xegaa-kux Kuxwoo- 

  digoot! 

Turkish: Hristos diril-di! Hakikaten diril-di! 

Ugandan: Kristo ajukkide! Kweli ajukkide!  

Ukranian: Khristos voskres! Voistinu voskres! 

Welsh: Atgyfododd Crist! Atgyfododd yn wir!  

Fr. Josiah will be ready with the Paschal greeting… 

Will we be ready to respond in different languages? 

Besides the English above, below are other languages beginning with the most 

commonly used ones in our parish, followed by others in alphabetical order. 
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On Wednesday, March 19, the Orthodox world took a 

big loss with the falling asleep in Christ of our Father 

and Shepherd, Metropolitan Philip (Saliba), 

Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of North 

America. Metropolitan Philip was the Metropolitan of 

our Archdiocese for the past 48 years.  

Below is a summary of his biography: 

Metropolitan Philip was born on June 10, 1931, in 

Abou Mizan, Lebanon. His Eminence had an 

impressive education, which included schools such as 

the Balamand Orthodox Seminary, Assiyeh Orthodox 

College in Damascus, Kelham Theological School, 

the University of London, Holy Cross Seminary in 

Brookline, MA, Wayne State University in Detroit, 

and St Vladimir’s Seminary in New York. 

Ordained to the holy diaconate in 1949, he was 

assigned to serve as secretary to His Beatitude, 

Alexander III (Tahan), the Patriarch of Antioch and 

all the East. In 1952, he was appointed lecturer in 

Arabic language and literature and student advisor at 

the Balamand Orthodox Seminary. On March 1, 1959, 

he was ordained to the holy priesthood by 

Metropolitan Antony (Bashir) and assigned to the 

pastorate at Saint George Church in Cleveland, Ohio.  

Metropolitan Philip was elected as Archbishop of 

New York and Metropolitan of all North America in 

March of 1966 to succeed the late Metropolitan 

Antony (Bashir). He was consecrated to the 

Episcopacy on August 14, 1966 by Patriarch 

Theodosios VI (Abourjaily) and others at the 

Monastery of the Prophet Elias in Dhour Shouier, 

Lebanon. He  was enthroned at his Cathedral of Saint 

Nicholas in Brooklyn, New York, on October 13, 

1966. 

According to Sayidna Philip in an interview on 

Ancient Faith Radio done by Fr. Peter Gillquist of 

blessed memory, he had three accomplishments of 

which he was especially proud. The first was the 

reconciliation of the Diocese of Toledo and the 

Archdiocese of New York on June 24, 1975 with 

Archbishop Michael (Shaheen). His second great 

accomplishment was receiving the approximately 

2000 converts from the former EOC (Evangelical 

Orthodox Church) in 1987. Finally, the building of 

the Antiochian Village camp was his pride and joy. 

Metropolitan Philip had a special place in his heart for 

the youth and wanted a program where they could 

retreat from the world and learn about their faith. 

Many lives have been changed by this vision. 

His Eminence authored several books and received 

many honorary doctorates for his great leadership, 

vision, and compassion. He had a vision of Orthodox 

unity in North America, on which he worked very 

hard. Although he was not able to see this 

accomplished in his life, the seeds he planted are now 

growing into reality. 

The Antiochian Archdiocese of North America has 

lost a great father and leader, but as Sayidna Philip 

wanted, it will continue to grow and flourish after his 

time. He did not build up the Archdiocese from 55 to 

over 275 parishes for it to fall apart after his death. 

His vision established many great leaders to continue 

to lead the flock of the Sheep in America towards our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

One of those parishes Sayedna established was our 

own St. Andrew Church when he gave his blessing to 

one of our founding members in 1989 to “go start a 

church in Riverside”.  He then gave instructions on 

Memory Eternal 

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 

1931-2014 
“We are never totally aware of how God is moving in our lives, how He is ac-

tive in our existence.  We do know that He is there, that ‘in Him we live, and 

move, and have our being’ (Acts 17:28). We are in Him and He is in us.” 

+Metropolitan PHILIP 
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Memorial Icon of Ss. Peter and Paul in Memory of Metropolitan PHILIP 

Our parish council has decided to commission a panel icon of Ss. Peter and 

Paul in memory of His Eminence, Metropolitan Philip. This icon will cost 

$1500, and will be the size of our other panel icons of the Resurrection, St. 

Andrew, etc. that you venerate on analogia in the church temple. Ss. Peter and 

Paul are the patron saints of the Holy Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch 

and All the East. This icon will be a fitting memorial to Metropolitan Philip, 

and will help our parish to remember him and the fact that he established St. 

Andrew Church in November of 1992.  

If you would like to contribute towards this memorial icon please make your 

check put to St. Andrew Orthodox Church and write "Metropolitan Philip" in 

the memo section of your check when you turn it in at church.  

how to go about doing so and followed the growth of 

our parish very closely.  In November 1992 he sent 

Bishop ANTOUN to formally name our small 

mission, giving us St. Andrew the First-Called 

Apostle as a patron Saint. He promised he would 

come and visit our parish once we complete the 

construction of our temple. Because of ailing health 

however, which limited his travel in the last few 

years, he was not able to do so. Memory eternal, 

Sayidna! 

St. Thomas Sunday, April 27th, will be the last Sunday that Fr. Luke and the children will be with us here at 

St. Andrew Church. The family will be returning to the Pacific Northwest. We cannot express in words how 

thankful we are for the ministry that Fr. Luke has exercised here at St. Andrew over the last 18 months. Nor 

can we express what an honor and privilege it has been to be able to participate in caring for the late 

Presbytera Katherine over the course of her debilitating illness and grace-filled repose.  

We will always love all the Hartungs, never forget our time together, and we wish them every good thing 

from the Lord in their move to Walla Walla, Washington. 

The Hartungs are moving back to the Pacific Northwest…. 
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Our First Visit to St. Andrew 

By Ron & Judy Alsop (Barnabas & Judith) 

“Culture shock” probably best describes our first visit to 

St. Andrew Orthodox Church in Riverside, CA.  In 

August, 2006, our “kids,” Kentigern & Theodosia 

Sammons (Kent & Jayna to us) invited us to attend Divine 

Liturgy at St. Andrew.  Fr. Josiah Trenham, the priest at 

this parish and one of Kent’s professors at California 

Baptist University (CBU), had asked Kent and Jayna to 

come to a service, and they invited us to join them.  Both 

of our families had always been active members of 

evangelical Protestant churches, so this promised to be 

quite an adventure for us. 

Driving from Orange County to Riverside, I carefully read 

out loud Fredricka Matthews-Green’s “Twelve Things I 

Wish I’d Known Before My First Visit to An Orthodox 

Church.”  The informative, downright humorous article 

certainly helped, but was not enough.  We were 

completely overcome with the “sights and sounds” of 

Orthodoxy!  Not entirely a bad thing.  But not entirely 

good either.  As “modern” Christians, we were just not 

prepared for a firsthand experience of the ancient church. 

We were deeply impacted by the spirituality, the worship, 

and the almost palpable presence of God.  We were 

particularly struck with potent, repeated phrases like, 

“Christ our God,”  “Lover of mankind,” “Father Son and 

Holy Spirit,” “the Trinity, one in essence and undivided.” 

That was more theology than we had ever heard in a 

Protestant worship service!  But what to do with all those 

icons, elaborate vestments, censing, bowing, and crossing?  

Most disconcerting – but strangely beautiful and 

compelling to us – was watching parishioners approach a 

chalice to partake of what they believed to be the very 

body and blood of the Lord.  And, inexplicably, both our 

hearts were touched watching small children, arms  folded 

across their chests, also approaching to receive “the gifts.”   

We didn’t believe in this!  How could our hearts be so 

moved? 

We left the church in disarray.  Oh, yes, the people were 

wonderful, warm and friendly.  Fr. Josiah was kind and 

took time to chat with us.  But, our Christian lives had 

been turned upside down – so many, many questions, 

“what ifs” and arguments began piling up in our minds.  

And that was just the beginning. That Sunday in August 

set us on an eight year arduous journey down the majestic, 

mysterious pathway of the all-encompassing truth of 

Orthodoxy, “the true faith.”  The journey began with a 

spiritual jolt and still 

continues today. 

Ron and I spent two years in catechism classes under the 

masterful teaching of Fr. Josiah.  But we still had 

questions and weren’t quite ready to “jump in” when our 

Sammons family joined St. Andrew on Pascha, 2008.  

After all, we were in our 60’s; it truly is “hard to teach an 

old dog new tricks”!  It was also difficult for us to make it 

to all the services and activities at St. Andrew, since we 

worked full time and had to drive in from Orange County.  

We decided to attend St. Barnabas Orthodox Church in 

Costa Mesa and soon became catechumens again, under 

the tutelage of Fr. Wayne Wilson and Fr. Michael Reagan. 

After three years of catechism classes – two at St. Andrew 

and one at St. Barnabas in Orange County – three years of 

tumultuous inner struggle, feverish reading of Orthodox 

books, and arguing constantly with each other and any 

kind, compassionate Orthodox believer who had the 

patience to deal with us, we decided to just “do it.”  We 

were chrismated along with twenty other catechumens at 

St. Barnabas and came into the Church on Lazarus 

Saturday, 2009. 

We felt we had truly “come home”!  Not that our journey 

was ended, oh no, it had just began.  We are still reading, 

still “discussing” (more than arguing), and we still have 

inner struggles.  But we wouldn’t trade the joy, the peace, 

that feeling of finally finding the “pearl of great price” for 

anything.  We love the Church.  We are so glad she waited 

for us, looked for us, found us, and gently and 

uncondemningly welcomed us into her fold. 

St. Andrew was our first Orthodox home.  It continues to 

claim a large piece of our hearts.  Our amazing, lovable 

sponsors, Saba and Shirley Saba are members, along with 

dozens of other friends and family we hold dear.   We live 

only ten minutes away from St. Barnabas and decided to 

make it our church home.  But we return to the St. Andrew 

parish whenever we can for services, symposiums and 

other special events.  Our granddaughter Marina and 

husband Joseph were married in the beautiful St. Andrew 

Temple just last December. 

Dear Fr. Josiah, precious Saba and Shirley, and all our 

family at St. Andrew, thank you for showing us the path of 

Orthodoxy!  You will ever be in our hearts and a vital part 

of our lives.  We love you! 
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 Abbott, Mitchell 

 Abramson, Bruce 

 Cheers, Nicole 

 Duden, Angela 

 Duffy, Nathan 

 Evans, Laura Jean 

 Garcia, Mary 

 Gonzalez, Keith 

 Green, Devin William 

 Green, Elizabeth Green 

 Holden, Ben 

 Holden, Blaise 

 Holden, Diesel 

 Holden, Justice 

 Holden, Melissa 

 Holden, Zuzu 

 Jakubowski, Paul 

 Jakubowski, Stephen 

 Jimenez, Carrina 

 Joris, JoEllen 

 Laurman, Theodorus 

 Moran, Aaron 

 Parkinson, Mathias 

 Parrish, Debra 

 Piscatella, Brittany Elizabeth 

 Powell, Colby Bradford 

 Sirko, Joachim 

 Sirko, Joseph 

 Sirko, Julian Emmanuel 

 Sirko, Veronica 

 Skrocki, Jeanne 

 Stoltenberg, Hannah 

 Taylor, Bryson Trent 

 Torres, Kevin 

 Weimann, Gerald 
 Weimann, Wendy 

PRAYER FOR THE CATECHUMENS 

O Lord our God, Who dwellest on high and regardest the humble of 

heart; who has sent forth as the salvation of the race of men Thine On-

ly-begotten Son and God, our Lord Jesus Christ: Look down upon Thy 

servants the catechumens (NN.), who bow their necks before Thee; 

make them worthy in due season of the laver of regeneration, the re-

mission of sins, and the robe or incorruption. Unite them to Thy holy, 

catholic, and apostolic Church, and number them with Thine elect 

flock: that with us they may glorify Thine all-honorable and majestic 

Name: of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and 

ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

On Wednesday, April 9, 2014 St. Andrew 

parishioners hosted the annual dinner for this 

year’s Catechumens.  This year we have 36 

Catechumens or whom 16 will be received into 

the Orthodox Church by Baptism and/or 

Chrismation on Holy Saturday, April 19. Please 

pray for all the Catechumens.  Their names are 

listed below.  A checkmark follows the names of 

those who will be received on Saturday. The rest 

will continue with their catechism classes. 

Also to be baptized on Holy Saturday is baby 

Grace, daughter of Adam and Noor Lasad. 

2014 Annual Catechumens’ Dinner... 

Above: All Catechu-

mens present at the 

dinner. 

Left: Catechumens 

to be received on 

Holy Saturday.  

Please note that a 

few were not able to 

make it to the dinner 

that night. 



Many thanks to all the parishioners who 

sponsored various elements of the magnificent 

new icons in the south and north apses. The 

entire feel of the nave has changed for the 

better by these beautiful icons.  

There are a few items still available including 

King David, Choir of Prophets, the Angelic 

Hosts, and the Shepherds. If you would like to 

sponsor one of these or a portion of one please 

do so by this Sunday by turning in a check.  

Our next icon commission will be of the 

scenes of the Precious Cross: Jesus' Carrying 

His Cross, the Crucifixion, and the Un-Nailing 

of Christ beneath the Resurrection on the north 

side; and the scenes of Jesus' early life: the Circumcision, the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple, and the Flight into 

Egypt beneath the Nativity on the south side. Stay tuned! 

If you would like to sponsor one of these holy icons, please notify the church office of the specific icon you desire to 

sponsor and bring a check to the office or place it in the offering basket for the complete amount. Please write “icon 

2014” on the memo line. 
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2014 Iconography Update… 

The two magnificent icon installations in the North and South apses are complete!  
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The Nativity of our 

Savior in South Apse. 

The Resurrection of our 

Savior in North Apse. 

Congratulations to the 

newly-engaged couple, 

Douglas Shumway and 

Kristi Guerrero. May God 

grant them many years! 
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Myrrhbearers 16th Annual Annunciation Tea…     Report by Kh. Catherine Trenham 

The ladies of St. Andrew have a special tradition to gather 

for a formal tea party on the Saturday preceding the feast 

of the Annunciation.  This occasion is a beautiful setting to 

invite neighbors and friends to come and experience a 

little taste of what we are as Orthodox women.  

This year, on March 22nd., we hosted our s16th annual 

Annunciation Tea and we packed our hall with 180+ 

women and girls!  We had the privilege of having one of 

our resident harpists bless us with background music as we 

enjoyed tea along with all different types of Lenten finger 

foods with which our beautifully set buffet was heavy 

laden.  Our little girls presented a hymn for the Mother of 

God in honor of the Annunciation, followed by a song 

from our teen girls and then our adult ladies’ choir.  The 

highlight of the afternoon was our guest speaker Fr. 

Michael Sitaras from Saints Constantine and Helen 

Orthodox Church in San Diego.  He spoke with us about 

the Annunciation and the obedience and resignation of our 

Lady to the will of God.  He addressed those of us in the 

parish that have been suffering from the loss of loved ones 

this past year and related our sorrows and the burdens we 

bear to the burden that Christ’s mother bore at the foot of 

the cross.  He ended his talk by drawing a sketch of the 

Annunciation and explaining what this holy icon conveys 

to us.   

Following the food, song and speaker, we reverently lined 

up before the icon of the Annunciation as our choir sang 

“Oh Pure Virgin”, and each lady offered a flower which 

she brought from her garden for adornment of the icon for 

the feast.  The final magnificent bouquet was a profound 

representation of how each individual lady and girl comes 

before God with an individual beauty and uniqueness as 

we unite our lives together to serve and honor Him. 



 Page 10 Volume 23 Issue  4 

The March monthly Myrrhbearers meeting was held 

on March 2nd, 2014 with 38 women in attendance.  

President Mary Claypool opened the meeting and Fr. 

Josiah led us in the prayer of the Antiochian Women. 

Later in the meeting, Fr. Josiah addressed the women 

with his vision for the Myrrhbearers.  He commented 

that the Myrrhbearers are the backbone of the parish 

and without them we would not have a parish.  Their 

work extends to almost every ministry in the parish. 

He added however, that they needed a 

metamorphosis because they were not connecting 

with a large number of women in the parish.  More 

women need to get more involved.  He wants to see 

all the ministries in which the ladies are involved on 

the agenda of every meeting.  He suggested 

publicizing the agenda ahead of the meeting and 

suggested that we provide babysitting service to the 

women with small children to free them to attend the 

meetings and therefore get more involved.  Another 

suggestion was to have monthly meetings for the 

officers of the ladies, and only quarterly meetings for 

all the ladies in which a guest speaker would be 

invited. 

 

 

In other business:  

1. Barbara Ball noted that we are continuing to 

collect the kits for Syria.  For questions about this 

project contact her or Tamela Yelland. 

2. We continue with the Sisters in Christ program 

where the more experienced ladies are paired 

with a younger or less experienced sister. See 

Barbara Ball or Angela Nicolaou for the name of 

sister you have been paired with. 

3. Presbytera Catherine discussed the 16th annual 

Annunciation Tea and announced that Fr. 

Michael Satarus from San Diego would be our 

speaker. 

4. The Palm Sunday Fish Fry is once again being 

planned, the proceeds of which will benefit the 

NAB Annual project.  This year the project is 

supporting the orphans of war in Syria. 

5. The women were reminded that the Annual 

Diocesan Women’s Spring Retreat would be 

April 4-6. The weekend of St. Mary of Egypt. 

6. The women were also reminded that the 2014 

dues of $15 are now due.  Please give your check 

to our treasurer, Cindy Joris. 

Submitted by Barbara Ball, Secretary. 

More News from the Myrrhbearers of St. Andrew… 
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St. Andrew to host the 2015 Parish Life Conference...      

His Eminence Archbishop JOSEPH Presiding 

Our St. Andrew parish is honored to be the host for 2015 Parish Life Conference.  The dates are July 1-5, 

2015.  The newly-remodeled Irvine Marriott Hotel will be our gathering spot where we will enjoy the fellow-

ship of our fellow Orthodox Christians from around our Diocese and beyond. We will listen and learn from the 

Bible Bowl, Teen Oratorical Contest, workshops and presentations.  We will lift up our hearts in worship 

through our daily services. It is also an opportunity for the Antiochian Women, Teen SOYO, Order of St. Igna-

tius and the Fellowship of St. John the Divine to meet and conduct their business. 

It is therefore imperative for as many of us, the members of St. Andrew Church, to attend the 2014 PLC to 

learn and familiarize ourselves with what goes on from handling of registrations to planning the events, etc. 

The 2014 PLC will be hosted by St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in San Francisco July 2-6, 2014. 

Please see the information below and make your plans as soon as possible to attend.  Take your whole family 

if you can and make it a family vacation and learning experience. 



St. Andrew Orthodox Church 

4700 Canyon Crest Drive 

Riverside, CA 92507 

St. Andrew Orthodox Church of Riverside is a parish of the Self-ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, 

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West, the See of the Most Reverend Archbishop JOSEPH 


